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VILLAGE  DATABASE   

Cambridgeshire County Council:   www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk             01223 717111 

  

Community Association: 

Anne Jones                                                jeffandanne23@gmail.com              01954 211417 

                                                       

Community Car Scheme: 

Lizzie Coe                                                                                                         07387 395 296  

Gill Stott                                                                                                             07464 052 521 

Nicky Kerr                                                                                                          07464 052521 

                                                                  

Community Primary School:               

Headteacher:   Mr James Hoban and Ms Cate Thompson                       01954 210070   

www,hardwickandcambourne.primary.co.uk                       

Community Speed Watch:  Alan Everitt    csw.hardwick@gmail.com              07739322905 

 

County Councillor:  Lina Nieto     Lina.Nieto@cambridgeshire.gov.uk       0740 2351821 

 

Doctors’ Surgeries:  

Surgery/Dispensary  58 Green End, Comberton                              01223 262500/262399 

Surgery/Dispensary  58 Green End,                                      01223  262500/262399    

Bourn Surgery   25 Alms Hill, Bourn                                       01954 719313 

Child & Family Nurses:                             01954 282830 

 

District Councillor:  Grenville Chamberlain  grenville_c@hotmail.com       01954 210040   

  

Evangelical Church: Hardwickevangelical@gmail.com 

Co-Ministers:  Steve & Kate Gaze             01954  211900/212556 

Secretary:  Liz Pamplin                              hardwickevangelical@gmail.com 

 

General: 

Community Education Office: CVC               01223 264721 

Ashcroft Veterinary Surgery: 169 St Neots Rd             01954 210250 

Cambridge Water Co (supply):                01223 403000 

Anglian Water (sewerage):                08457 145145  

Eastern Electricity:                                                               0800 7 838 838 

Gas Emergency:                 0800 111 999   

    

  

Guides:      Janet Hayman             hardwickguides@gmail.com  

Rainbows:   Jane Muncey              1hardwickrainbows@gmail.com                 01954 210570 

Guiding information                            www. Girlguiding.org.uk 

              

Hardwick Happenings: Eds  Peter Cornwell  Howard Baker    

 hardwickhappenings@gmail.com 

Hardwick pre school:          hardwick.preschool@yahoo.co.uk              01954    212823 

Member of Parliament:   Anthony Brown   
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Netball Club: Alison Beresford   
  

Neighbourhood Watch:    Ashley Shepherd       ahshepherd@hotmail.co.uk 

  

Parish Council:                      hardwickpc@lgs-services.co.uk 

Parish Clerk: Gail Stoehr        hardwickpc@lgs-services.co.uk                          01954   210241  

Chairman:  Tony Gill                anthony.a.gill@btinternet.com,                         01954   211108 

Vice chairman : Pauline Joslin        Pauline.joslin@btinternet.com                     01954 212395 

 

Reporting highways /road  problems                                                                  03450 455212 

Reporting  light problems   South Cambs                                                            03450 450063 

All other street lamp faults                                                                                   08007838247        

 

 

St. Mary’s Parish Church:  

Priest in charge: Revd Alison Myers alisonmyers@lordsbridge.org                 01954   212815 

Treasurer:  Clare Bigg       Cebigg53@gmail.com                                               01954   211673     

                                            

 

Sports and Social Club:          

www.hardwicksportsandsocialclub.co.uk  

secretary@hardwicksportsandsocialclub.co.uk                                                01954 210110  

 Lindsey Haynes     ginge1964@yahoo.co.uk                                                   07925208108 

 

Three fifteen club: 

Sharon Turner hardwick3.15club@hotmail.co.uk                                            07787910490  

 

WI:    Anne Jones jeffandanne23@gmail.com                                             01954 211417  

BIN COLLECTIONS 

Date Colour 

Wednesday March 4th
 Black 

Wednesday March 11th
 Green & Blue 

Wednesday March 18th
 Black 

Wednesday March 25th
 Green & Blue 

Wednesday April 1st
 Black 

Wednesday April 8th
 Green & Blue 

Friday April 17th
 Black 

Thursday April 23rd
 Green & Blue 

Wednesday April 29th
 Black 

mailto:anthony.a.gill@btinternet.com
mailto:Cebigg53@gmail.com
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Hardwick  Happenings 
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Issue number 356 

Printed by Victoire Press and delivered free to every Hardwick house-

hold, independent, but affiliated to the Community Association  

with  financial support from  the Parish Council.  

 

Facebook: Hardwick Happenings 

Twitter: @hardwickhap 

The Hardwick Happenings Team 

Editors: Peter Cornwell and Howard Baker 

Advertising: Roger Worland  

Treasurer: Jeff Jones 

Social media manager: Alex Babouris 

Distribution: Marian Gibbens, Yvonne Sawyer  

Village calendar: Anne Jones 

Proof reader: Sue Cornwell 

Cover photo: Michael Holdsworth 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

                           

 

 CAR SCHEME NUMBERS 

Co- ordinators to phone are; 

Gillian Stott:      07464 069 483 

Nicky Kerr:        07464 052 521 

Lizzie Coe:         07387 395 296 

In emergencies only, Sheila Stephenson: 01954 

210638 
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EDITORIAL 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Carole Oakes for her contributions to HH over 

the years. Carole is now standing down after having provided   

countless pieces of garden advice and lots of tasty recipes. 
 

The cover photo of the spotted flycatcher comes from Michael 

Holdsworth. He explains it on page 11. 

 

HUGE CONGRATULATIONS to Clare McGowan, Clare 

Lyon and their playparks committee who have raised a stagger-

ing £ 116 879.42 towards play equipment in the village.[ If we 

lived in Cambridge, of course, that play equipment would be 

provided free. Just another example of the very unfair distribu-

tion of resources.]  

 

 But WELL DONE HARDWICK yet again. Page 16 

 

There is lots in this issue about the busway and the save the 

trees campaign. Difficult for a monthly magazine to keep up 

with all the news on that front, but it certainly looks, at the time 

of writing, as though their efforts have been rewarded. Pages 

26-30 

 

Peter 
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The new Community Hall at St. Mary’s has a 

unique opportunity to set up a state of the art  

booking system which is unparalleled  in similar 

institutions around the country. 

 It is a massively impressive programme which 

is now used by about half of Cambridge  

University colleges and departments. 

It is a system which could be used  

village wide in Hardwick by  

every organisation.  

 

 

 

 

You are cordially invited  

to attend a demonstration of the 

system in the  

Community room at the school 

on Monday 9th March  

at 8 pm. 
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On behalf of the Hardwick Climate Action Group, I offer 
the attached photo and accompanying text. 
 
One morning at the end of January, three members of the 
Hardwick Climate Action group did a preliminary survey 
of the communal green areas within the Limes Estate, 
thinking about what might be done to enhance biodiver-
sity and carbon dioxide capture. The corner shown, with 
a combination of mature trees, shrubs, and small plants - 
all native species well suited to the area - is already well 
suited to encourage a range of wildlife. Other areas were 
identified where the same approach could be applied, 
along with sensitive addition of more trees and other 
plants. The findings will be taken up with the parish  
council.      
 Sheila Thomas 
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Spotted Flycatchers – have you 

got this increasingly rare bird 

breeding in your garden? Let us 

know! 

In recent years many Cam-

bridgeshire community and  

parish newsletters, magazines 

and websites have helped with a 

County-wide survey of Spotted 

Flycatchers. These are attractive 

migrant birds, about the size of a 

Robin, which are summer visi-

tors to village gardens and 

churchyards. Although they 

breed with us, they spend up to 

nine months of the year travelling as much as 16,000 miles a year 

between here and their wintering grounds in Southern Africa – 

Angola and Namibia. This is an increasingly dangerous journey 

for them, and sadly they are in deep decline. Widespread losses 

amounted to a 50% decline during 1995-2010, continuing an 90% 

decline since 1970. 

Only a few hundred pairs remain breeding in Cambridgeshire, but 

most villages still have a pair or two; they rarely breed out in the 

wider countryside. We are continuing our work to find and moni-

tor nesting pairs. It’s almost certain that there are many additional 

pairs out there of which we are not aware. 

Do you have flycatchers in your garden? Will you see one this 

year, or have you in recent years? The few that remain are here 

from mid-May to September. And there’s lots more to read about 

our project and Spotted Flycatchers in general at 

bit.ly/SpotFly     Michael  Ho;dsworth Cambridge Bird Club 

Please email: spofl@cambridgebirdclub.org.ukwith any sightings. 

http://bit.ly/SpotFly
mailto:spofl@cambridgebirdclub.org.uk
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Hardwick Garden Safari 2020 

 

Sunday June 7th 2pm -6pm 
 

The Events Committee of St Mary's Church is always try-

ing to come up with new ideas for raising money to ensure 

that the church is kept in good repair for this generation and 

for those who follow. 

We have come up with the idea of a Hardwick Garden Sa-

fari (otherwise known as Open gardens) in June. Evidently, 

garden visiting is one of the most popular British leisure ac-

tivities. However, to do this, we need people to volunteer 

their gardens. Ideally, we would like to have gardens from 

all areas of the village. 

Your garden does not have to be large, long established or 

perfect. People visit gardens to get ideas and don't expect 

them to be perfect. Maybe you have interesting plants or a 

landscaped/professionally designed garden or one which is 

especially attractive to wildlife. You might also be willing 

to have a stall or activity in your garden or serve refresh-

ments. All you need is to be a welcoming owner. 

 

Thank you very much indeed to those who have already of-

fered their gardens. It would be lovely to have a few more. 

 

If you think yours may be of interest to others or would like 

more information about opening it to the public, please con-

tact Sue Cornwell (sue.cornwell48@outlook.com or 01954 

210063) as soon as possible.   
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Sunday services 

at Hardwick School  

at 10.30am 
 

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE, 10.30AM, HARD-

WICK SCHOOL HALL 

Sun. 1 March: Service with Young Church & Communion 

Sun. 8 March: Service with Young Church 

Sun. 15 March: Service with Young Church & Communion 

Sun. 22 March: Service with Young Church 

Sun. 29 March: Service with Young Church 

We meet to praise God, listen to a talk and pray together. Partway 

through, the children go to Young Church. The service is informal, and we 

sing a mix of modern and older songs. The service usually ends at noon, 

followed by refreshments. 

Young Church is for children from babies to Year 6. We join the grown-

ups in the School hall then go to the Community Room for Bible teaching, 

singing & activities. 

Young People of secondary school age usually have their own group. 

Midweek activities 
Home groups - We have midweek groups during the day and evenings that 

meet in people’s homes, for fellowship, Bible Study and prayer. 

Prayer meeting - First Thursday of the month. 

If you are unable to get to church and would like a lift please contact 

Pauline; also if you would like a visit at home please contact Pauline, Steve 

or Kate. 

Co-Ministers:  Steve & Kate Gaze 

Contact - minister.hechurch@gmail.com 01954 211900/212556 

Visiting:      Pauline Blower 

Contact - pastoral.hechurch@gmail.com 01223 262525 

 

 

Website: www.hardwickevangelicalchurch.co.uk 



15 

 



16 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Final Report, February 2020 

We set up our committee group in October 2015. After a year of planning and carry-
ing out surveys, we were ready to start our fundraising plans. 

We applied for a National Lottery grant to start but were turned down. This did not 
deter us as we were excited to put our plan into action and knew the village was  
keen for something to develop. 

We changed tactics and discovered the grants available from waste recycling compa-
nies. Our first grant was through WREN (now FCC community funding). They were 
very helpful and encouraging, enabling us to secure our first grant. 

Hardwick Parish Council supplied the new fence so the village were aware something 
was imminent. 

The toddler stage was installed in December 2017 using the WREN/FCC grant. The 
second stage followed in December 2018 and was paid for by a grant from AMEY, and 
the third stage due to be installed at the end of the month is being funded by another 
FCC grant. 

We thank you all very much for your support, generous donations and support either 
helping on a stall or visiting and spending money.  A special mention goes to our quiz 
master Richard Young who has supported us tremendously. 

And a very special thank you to our committee over the years who gave up their time 
from busy schedules to assist us. This whole project would not be the success it is 
without you. 

Below is the summary of funds raised: 

The total of the three main grants was £92,645.64. 

Small grants from South Cambs District Council, Hardwick Parish Council and  Tesco 
totalled £5250.  

We had large donations from people in the village namely - Chris Cracknell, Julie Philo 
and the Three Peak Challenge ladies. Others include the primary school, JIB 
crafter's,  Pippin’s cafe and Colin Page, David McGowan and Daniel Tiessi who ar-
ranged a cycle ride to London. 
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The three Family Fun Runs raised over £1,900 and other events we hosted raised over 
£2,400.  The quiz nights raised £2,571.  

Other monies raised to mention are the Golden Goal competition at the Hardwick 
Sports &Social Club - £516 and the collections tins at the club and the shop totalled 
£317.22. 

Grand Total  - £116,879.42. 
Thank you all again for your support, 

Clare McGowan (Chair) 
Clare Lyon (Secretary) On behalf of the Hardwick Play Parks Group 
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MJ WRIGHT ELECTRICAL LTD  
DOMESTIC-COMMERCIAL 

*Electrical Installations 
*Rewires/Additional Wiring 

*Fuse Boards/Upgrades 
*Heating System Controls 

*Showers 
*Outdoor Lighting/Power 

*Smoke Alarms 
*Fault Finding 

*Free Estimates 
 

For All Your Electrical Requirements Please Contact Martin On: 
Mob: 07702291698/Tel: 01954 210011 Email: mjw.electrical@btinternet.com 

26 Ashmead Drive, Hardwick, Cambridge CB23 7XT 

 

mailto:mjw.electrical@btinternet.com
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Comberton Library 

Opening Hours:  Monday: 10am – 1pm  Wednesday: 10am – 

1pm, 2pm -5pm   Friday: 2pm – 5pm   Saturday: 10am – 1pm  

More details can be found on the Library Service website at:  

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library 

We have a new collection of books at the library as part of the 

Reading Agency’s Reading Well Scheme.  This series is 

Reading Well for Children and the topics covered include 

grief, anxiety, bullying , staying safe online, as well as living 

with diagnosed health conditions and physical disabilities.  

The collection includes picture books, stories and non-fiction 

titles, all aimed at children aged 7-11 years of age, providing 

them, their families and carers with information, advice and 

support for coping with feelings and worries.  The books are 

all available for loan, so if any of the topics covered are of in-

terest to you, or your children, please do have a browse, or 

ask for more information when you are next in the library. 

Booking is now open for the Spring season of The Library 

Presents.  Our nearest venue is Cambourne Library, who will 

be hosting a theatre production for families with children 

aged 3 – 10 years on Saturday 28th March at 3pm.  The pro-

duction is ‘The Velveteen Rabbit’ and includes puppetry and 

original songs. Tickets are £4 per person, or £14 for a family 

ticket.  Full details of all the productions and workshops 

across Cambridgeshire Libraries are in The Library Presents 

brochure, available to collect from the library. 

Our upcoming Rhymetime sessions are on 9th and 23rd 

March and 27th April from 10.30 – 11.00 am. Although these 

sessions are aimed at very young children we welcome older 

siblings and pre-schoolers who enjoy singing too! It is lots of 

fun for both children and adults, so, if you have not been be-

fore, do come along and give it a try. 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library
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      IN HARDWICK 

The dark days of January have finally passed and the 

colder days of February are but a distant memory! So 

our thoughts are turning to Spring and our new 2020 

programme will be unveiled shortly. We have our 

AGM in March and our present President Anne Jones 

is stepping down to a less active role!.Anne has done 

an amazing job over these last 5 years and has sig-

nificantly increased our membership numbers. We all 

thank her for all of her achievements on our behalf.  

Another committee member is also stepping down – 

for a rest – Jean Jaggard – who has done a sterling 

job organising all our external events -the committee 

will miss these personel but hopefully will fill their 

vacancies with new and exciting talents. 

At our NY social at the end of January ,our meal was 

a Hog Roast imported in from Histon- it was delicious 

and everyone really enjoyed themselves – especially 

the committee who didn’t have to do the usual 

amount of cooking! 

Some of our members attended Dry Drayton WI to lis-

ten to a talk on Recycling our Plastic Waste-we are in 

the process of organising a visit later in the year to see 

the Amey Recycling Waste Plant. 

Crafty Natters(Knitters!) have a new project knitting  
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squares to turn into blankets to give to Oxfam who 

will sell them on to Festival goers – it might take a lot 

of squares!    (Stop Press – our amazing output to date 

is 119 hats, 88 blankets, 30 twiddlemuffs, 4 shawls, 

3 gloves and 4 scarves distributed to Rosie and 

Hinchingbrooke hospitals, and Manor, Gracefields 

and Home Meadow care homes) 

Our Dining Out group are going to Cambridge Re-

gional College for a 3 course meal for the princely 

sum of £17- its such good value that about 25 of us 

are going! The CRC are open to any diners but you do 

need to book in advance as its popularity continues to 

grow. 

 

We look forward to our new programme for 2020 and 

hope to encourage more visitors who might like to join 

us.......on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in 

Hardwick Primary School. 

 

 

For more details, please visit      

    http;//www.hardwickwi.weebly.com 

 

 

 

NAOMI ROY 
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Accounting & Administration for the small busi-

ness 

 

Self Assessment?Still have your tax 

return to do but keep putting it off? 

 

Let us help– we can take the whole 

job off your hands or give you the 

training to complete it yourself. 
 

Accountancy, Bookkeeping, Payroll, 

VAT, CIS, 1-1 Training 

No Frills, No Gimmicks 

Simply Service 
 

For a free consultation contact 01767 677562 

or admin@simplesolutionscambs.co.uk 
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St Mary's Church, Hardwick 

 

 

 

 
St Mary's  Hardwick,is part of the Lordsbridge Team of Churches and the Diocese of Ely  

                                 www.stmaryshardwick.org         
Vicar: Revd Canon Alison Myers  Tel No 01954 212815 Email: alisonmyers@lordsbridge.org  

                    The Rectory, 50, Main Street, Hardwick, Cambs CB237QS 

              Assistant Ministers: rev Howard Bigg, Clare Bigg, Rev Paul Garnell 

 

 

 

St Mary's in March 

(at St Mary's Church, Hardwick, unless otherwise noted) 

 

1st March (Sun)      9.30 am            Holy Communion 

2nd March (Mon)   9.30 am           Monday Mornings (at the school) 

 

8th March  (Sun)    9.30 am             All Age worship 

9th March  (Mon)   9.30 am           Monday Mornings (at the school) 

 

15th March (Sun)   9.30 am             Holy Communion 

16th March (Mon)  9.30 am           Monday Mornings (at the school) 

 

22nd March (Sun)  9.30 am             Holy Communion 

23rd March (Mon) 9.30 am            Monday Mornings (at the school) 

 

29th March (Sun)  10.30 am         United Service at Haslingfield Church 

30th March (Mon)   9.30am           Monday Mornings (at the school) 

 

Toddler corner with toys and books at the back of the church in every service. 
All these are public services and open to all.  Just come along or contact Alison for 
more details. 
 
                            All Age Worship 

                     8th March 9.30 -10.30 am 

                  Interactive and informal, involving 

                 the young people and children, but 

                 also with something for adults at all 

                 stages of life. Bible story or Bible 

                 passage, music, activity, reflection 

                          or discussion, prayers. 

 

  Monday Mornings at the  

School (Community Room) 

 

Every Monday 9.30 - 11am 

Coffee, croissants, conversation, 
  Bible stories and activities 

for carers and their under-5s 
    Everyone welcome! 
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SAVE OUR TREES 
 

 
The 14th of February had two major valentines for our local 

environment, as Hardwick villagers campaign to save our nearest 

wood  from the environmental vandals in the Greater Cambridge 

Partnership. Their executive board will soon decide whether the 

500 trees along 1.7 miles of St Neots Road will be ripped out to 

make space for the guided bus route. 

       The first valentine was sent at 8:30 am when about 30 villag-

ers gathered with banners and placards to get closer to the trees 

along St Neots Road, which unfortunately meant some commuters 

were delayed.  A  photographer from the Cambridge news cap-

tured the moment. 

    The second valentine was a meeting held at 7:30 pm in the pri-

mary school hall, where 40 villagers added their concerns to the 

voices of Grenville Chamberlain (District councillor), Helen 

Bradbury (Chair of the Local Liaison Committee that represents the 

affected villages), Lina Nieto (Cambridgeshire County councillor), 

Pauline Joslin (Parish Councillor) and Shaun Hughes (Hardwick 

Climate Action group) who explained the background to the 

scheme, the reasons for the protests to date, and the environ-

mental impact of removing Hardwick's trees. 

     When you were consulted about the scheme, did you realise 

that by the time the full £167 million is spent there will be about 

4000 extra houses on the Bourn airfield and over 7000 houses in 

Cambourne, yet the busway can only accommodate enough buses 

to transport about 600 passengers in peak hour? It will be no more 

than an expensive token to reduce the congestion on Madingley 

Road.  Did you also know that the East-West rail route has finally 

been approved and will most likely include a station at Cambourne 

to take far more passengers directly into Cambridge, rather than  
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leaving them at the end of Adam's Road? Did you also know that 
by removing the trees they will be releasing the 500 tonnes of car-
bon already stored in the trees? Did you also know that it would be 
removing a vital wildlife corridor that connects the Madingley and 
Bourn woods. And most concerning of all, did you  know that DE-
FRA (the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) 
commissioned a report in 2018 on the impact of vegetation on 
urban air pollution that concluded that vegetation like our St Neots 
Road trees protect the village from half of the pollutants produced 
by the traffic on the A428?  This means that by removing the trees 
all of us will be exposed to twice the air pollution of today. 
If you agree that the GCP can better spend their money by NOT 
ripping up our nearest trees then vent your rage at the GCP board 
members via email (click on the About 
llink    greatercambridge.org.uk 
or send it to contactus@greatercambridge.org.uk) and sign the 
online petition  that Stephanie Page has made on Change.org, 
search for 
„Protect Hardwick‟s environment and ecological diversity by stop-
ping the destruction‟. 
 Don't delay, we need your active support to Save Our Trees. 

Shaun Hughes (smghughes@gmail.com) 

http://greatercambridge.org.uk/
mailto:contactus@greatercambridge.org.uk
mailto:smghughes@gmail.com


27 

 

 



28 

 

Re: The Removal of the trees along St Neots Road, 
Hardwick 
 
On behalf of Hardwick residents I would like to thank the 
following people for making the village meeting on Friday, 
14 February 2020 at 7.30 pm successful. 
 
Grenville Chamberlain : Hardwick District Councillor, who 
efficiently chaired the meeting. 
Shaun Hughes: chair of Hardwick Climate Action Group. 
Helen Bradbury: Coton and chair of the Local Liaison Fo-
rum. 
Lina Nieto: County Councillor. 
Pauline Joslin: Resident of St Neots Road, Hardwick and 
Hardwick Parish Councillor. 
 
Shaun Hughes gave an informative talk about the effect 
on noise and pollution to St Neots Road and Hardwick 
village if approximately 500 trees along St Neots Road 
are removed for an off-Road busway. Oak trees have 
been measured and range from 85 to 125 years old. 
 
Residents in St Neots Road would have in front of their 
properties, along with a footpath: 
2 cycle lanes, 2 lanes of local traffic, 2 lanes of off road 
busway and 4 lanes of A428.. 
 
Would you like the noise and pollution from 8 lanes of 
traffic? 
89 people attended the meeting and it was a unanimous 
NO vote to removing the trees 
 
Pat Portlock 
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A few words from the Chair of the 

Local Liaison Forum 
 

Now that the devastating impact of the proposed busway on 

residents of St Neots Road is known, I have been asked to pen 

a few words as Chair of the Local Liaison Forum (LLF) for the 

Cambourne to Cambridge busway project. 

 

The LLF consists of one representative from each Parish Coun-

cil along the proposed busway route, plus relevant County, Dis-

trict and City Councillors, Resident Associations and environ-

mental charities.  It has met about ten times in the past four 

years, with 20-30 members turning up and a public audience of 

50-100. 

 

During that time, the LLF has consistently opposed the GCP’s 

preferred route option as being inefficient, poor value for 

money and environmentally unacceptable.  Its benefit-cost ratio 

is around a tenth of the minimum it should be for a responsible 

public transport project. And that is only to take people as far 

as Grange Road– who wants to end up there?  Transport offi-

cers have never told us how people would then get to the City 

Centre, Biomedical Campus or Science Park, nor how long it 

will take. That’s a big gap in knowledge given the projected 

price-tag for the scheme is now up to £257 million. 

 

LLF members have also argued that the proposed scheme-

would be too damaging.  Residents on St Neots Road would be 

faced with eight lanes of uninterrupted tarmac, with not even a 

bit of tree cover to protect them from the visual and noise im-

pacts.  
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It would be like living on the North Circular Road in London. 

Rural tracts of Green Belt on Madingley Hill, covenanted to 

the National Trust to preserve for future generations, will be 

sliced through and priceless views of the historic city replaced 

with urban infrastructure. Buses will hurtle down the hill to-

wards Coton homes and concrete will overrun the nearby or-

chard. Even as it reaches its mystifying end destination, there 

are significant safety concerns about bikes and buses sharing 

Adams Road. All in all, we have simply not been able to accept 

that the benefits are worth the costs. 

 

More recently, we have argued that the scheme should be 

paused whilst the impact of the major new rail route between 

Cambourne and Cambridge is considered. GCP glibly claims 

the busway will be ‘complementary’ to the railway.  But will it 

be?  Surely officers need to prove it. Who in Cambourne, or 

further west, will choose to sit on a bus to Grange Road when 

they can take a direct train to mainline stations in Cambridge? 

At a fraction of the cost, would not free-running bus lanes and 

other bus priority measures on existing infrastructure, carrying 

more frequent, better value bus services, be a more sensible 

complementary scheme to Cambourne’s railway? 

 

 

 

 

Helen Bradbury 
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SNIPPETS 
 
 

The only magazine I read regularly is (for obvious rea-
sons)  The Oldie from which it s possible to learn amaz-
ing bits of news. For example, “St Etheldreda‟s in Hol-
born, London, is a curious church, well hidden in a gated, 
guarded sliver of London that belongs in the diocese of 
Ely, in Cambridgeshire, Every third of February the 
church holds the Blessing of the Throats, an old Catholic 
rite revived by St Eltheldreda‟s in the nineteenth century. 
 On this day, the priest delivers the dedicated reading 
to St Blaise, the fourth century Bishop and martyr of Cap-
padocia, credited with saving a boy from choking to death 
on a fish bone by touching his throat and bringing forth 
the fish.” 
 
So now you know.         
 
In our peaceful village it‟s easy to feel remote from all the 
disasters that we read about and see on television. Fires, 
floods, earthquakes, and now a plague. No deaths in the 
U.K. but an e-mail I have received from Singapore tells a 
different story, “At my workplace we have a complete 
travel ban. The office is closed and we are all working 
from home. Singapore has been particularly badly hit  be-
cause we have a lot links with China and were slow to re-
strict flights. Every day there are more cases. Thankfully 
no one is dead yet. Queues for face masks are several 
metres long but the government‟s view is that wearing a 
mask is worse than useless.” 
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I have a distinct memory of Teresa May being chal-
lenged by a nurse about the fact that members of her 
profession had not had a pay rise for several years. 
The ex-Prime Minister looked terrified as she always 
did when she had to speak real people. “We all know 
that nurses do a wonderful job,” she said, “and fully de-
serve a pay rise, but unfortunately I haven‟t got a magic 
money tree.”  But there must be a magic money tree 
growing somewhere in Downing Street because the 
present P.M. has just given the go-ahead for an outlay 
of billions of pounds for a vanity railway project. And no 
nurses‟ pay rise.  
 
 
Howard Baker. 

 

ADVERTISING IN HH 

 

OUR MAGAZINE IS DELIVERED FREE  

TO OVER 1100  

HARDWICK HOMES 

 

YOU COULD HAVE THIS HALF PAGE 

SPACE FOR EIGHT ISSUES  

FOR £150 

SEE PAGE  70 
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 Hardwick Neighbourhood Watch Group  
 
Ashley Shepherd Village Coordinator 61 Bramley Way 01954 
211532 ahshepherd@hotmail.co.uk  
 
 
To become a member and receive a window sticker and 
booklet please complete your details below and return to 
Ashley Shepherd Village Coordinator.  
 
 
 
Please detach here . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I would like to become a member of Hardwick Neighbour-
hood Watch  
Name  
Address  
Email  
Telephone Landline  
Telephone Mobile  
** OR 
just email Ashley as above, these details direct, easiest op-
tion if you have mail and Internet access.  
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Interested in joining the Gym? 

Sign for Comberton Sports & Arts 

‘Great Value Gym Memberships!’ 

Memberships include: (NO CONTRACTS) - £15 Joining Fee 

- Easy to join! 

 Fitness Suite & Free Weights access 

 Excellent Studio Timetable Classes 

 Free Badminton Court Hire 

 Free  Induction and advice from 

friendly qualified gym instructors  

Standard Rate: £30 per month (DD) or  £300 per annum 

Concession Rate:  £20 per month (DD) or £200 per annum 

 Students , Over 60s, NHS , Armed Forces, The Cam Acad-

emy Trust employees  

  
  

    

 

 

 

Give it try before you buy- Non members welcome! 

 Fitness Suite & Free Weights  - Pay & Play: £6.50  or £5 per 

concession 

 Studio Classes : £5 per class or block card (Buy 12 for the 

price of 10) 

 Badminton court hire : £10 per court per hour 

START THE NEW YEAR IN 

STYLE! 

NO JOINING FEE  

JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2020 

Website : www.combertonsa.org or Please call : 01223 264444 
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EVE CONSTRUCTION LTD 
Experienced professional local builder 

 

Extensions, alterations, structural work, car-

pentry, block drives, landscaping and all 

types of general building work  
Contact Mark  07889 669138 01223 264909 

B. VINCENT 
ROOFING SERVICES LTD 

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE LOCAL  

ROOFING INDUSTRY 

Our extensive range of high quality workmanship includes 

the following: 

Re-Roofing (including listed & period properties) 

New-Build, Extensions, Leadwork, Roof, Chimney  

and Timber Repairs 

High Performance Felt and Single-ply Membranes 

Flat Roof Systems 
ALSO: 

Brighten up the exterior of your home. Renew rotten fascias etc with 

 U.P.V.C, maintenance free, fascias and gutter systems. 
For a free quotation, or advice, contact Barry on: 

Office: 01954 211068, Mobile 07765440614 
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VILLAGE PEOPLE  30 
 

Mark Smith and Claire Forrester 
 

Interviewed by Howard Baker 
 
 

Mark and Claire moved to the village two years ago and 
have already made an impression. They set up a Health 
& Wellness business called The Form Practice which 
Claire leads, with plans to grow and expand.  They al-
ready have Pilates and Fitness in addition to Claire work-
ing as an Osteopath at the studio.  Mark was responsible 
for the F.A. Cup going on display in the village last year, 
and both Mark and Claire will be taking part in the annual 
St Mary‟s quiz at the end of February. 
 Mark comes from near Hull and lived in that part of 
the world until he gained a place at Jesus College, Cam-
bridge, where he took a degree in Economics.  He then 
worked for Unilever after graduating: in London to start 
with but then came periods living in Nigeria, Belgium, 
Kenya and most recently, Singapore. After leaving Unile-
ver he set up a business in sports marketing, opened a 
restaurant in Singapore, and does work for two charities. 
He is an Ambassador for Scope and Chairs one of their 
committees, as well as being a Trustee for F1‟s charity 
which looks after the lesser paid of the Motorsport frater-
nity when they fall on hard times. 
 Claire was born in Colchester. After school she 
worked in IT for the local authority for several years. 
When she began to suffer from repetitive strain injury she 
went for treatment with an osteopath and decided that  
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this was going to be her future career so she studied for 
five years at the British School of Osteopathy in  
London. Claire helped set up the first Women‟s Health 2 
year course in Osteopathy before being asked to work in 
India for a year, introducing Osteopathy there. 
She met Mark in London and they were friends for a 
number of years before getting together and ultimately 
moving to Hardwick. 

Why did they come to Hardwick? They were look-
ing for a house in this region and almost bought one in St 
Neots before settling for Hardwick. They are happy here 
and find the village peaceful but with plenty going on and 
with good access to open space to walk their two dogs, 
Lotte and Ernie. 

In addition to her work as an osteopath, Claire has 
organised treatments such as massage, hypnotherapy 
and pelvic floor rehabilitation and holds free talks on vari-
ous aspects of alternative treatment. 
Mark and Claire are happy to be living in Hardwick and 
we are pleased to have them here and value their contri-
bution to village life. 



45 

 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future - March 

2020  
What's on - Feb - April events 
 
Tuesdays. 10am-1pm - Volunteer Work Parties at 
Wandlebury & Coton  
 
Help us care for green spaces and their wildlife - get ac-
tive, meet others and enjoy learning. All instruction, 
equipment and tools provided. No need to book, just turn 
up. Click here for details of dates and locations. 
 
Sun 15 March, 1pm-3.30pm - Spring Clean Litter Pick at 
Coton Countryside Reserve. 
 
As part of the 'Great British Spring Clean' Campaign  - Do 
your bit to keep the stunning Coton countryside reserve 
looking stunning! We will be joining half a million people 
nationwide to collect, dispose of and recycle single-use 
plastic litter that destroys our landscape and harms our 
wildlife. 
Meet outside The Plough Pub in Coton Village - no need 
to book. 
Sun 22 March, 11am-3.30pm - Wandlebury Wildlife  
 
Join us as we explore the habitats of Wandlebury and the 
wildlife that calls it home. Learn from interactive displays 
and talks from our conservation partners, and meet the 
team that works to protect and safeguard Wandlebury's 
wildlife. Fun and learning for all ages!  - Part of Cam-
bridge Science Festival. Free event, no need to book - 

https://cambridgeppf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e537165317aa3c7dd85ef2b8b&id=fb60f74b46&e=f4b094d38e
https://cambridgeppf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e537165317aa3c7dd85ef2b8b&id=fb60f74b46&e=f4b094d38e
https://cambridgeppf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e537165317aa3c7dd85ef2b8b&id=58d86d23d6&e=f4b094d38e
https://cambridgeppf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e537165317aa3c7dd85ef2b8b&id=9c2a876a5c&e=f4b094d38e
https://cambridgeppf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e537165317aa3c7dd85ef2b8b&id=9c2a876a5c&e=f4b094d38e
https://cambridgeppf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e537165317aa3c7dd85ef2b8b&id=45c131ddcc&e=f4b094d38e
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Monday 6 Jan, Tues 7 & Wed 8 April - 8.30am-4pm - 
Easter Holiday Bushcraft for kids  
Holiday Bushcraft at Wandlebury is designed for children 
ages 5-12 and is run by experienced, qualified teachers 
from the outdoor learning experience group, Wild Thyme 
& Embers, who will inspire children and share their knowl-
edge and skills of surviving in the wild. Booking is essen-
tial see website for details. 
 
Fri 10 April  - 7pm-11pm - Wandlebury Park outdoor Cin-
ema 
Spend your Good Friday evening in style with an al fresco 
cinema viewing in the beautiful springtime surrounds of 
Wandlebury Country Park. Booking essential  - see web-
site for more details.   
 
Tues 14 & Wed 15 April - 8.30am-4pm - Easter Holiday 
Bushcraft for kids  
Holiday Bushcraft at Wandlebury is designed for children 
ages 5-12 and is run by experienced, qualified teachers 
from the outdoor learning experience group, Wild Thyme 
& Embers, who will inspire children and share their knowl-
edge and skills of surviving in the wild. Booking is essen-
tial see website for details.    
 
 
 
   You can find details of all our events on our website 
https://www.cambridgeppf.org/Pages/Events/Category/
cambridge-whats-on-events 

https://cambridgeppf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e537165317aa3c7dd85ef2b8b&id=91afc98a10&e=f4b094d38e
https://cambridgeppf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e537165317aa3c7dd85ef2b8b&id=91afc98a10&e=f4b094d38e
https://cambridgeppf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e537165317aa3c7dd85ef2b8b&id=06663cad90&e=f4b094d38e
https://cambridgeppf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e537165317aa3c7dd85ef2b8b&id=06663cad90&e=f4b094d38e
https://cambridgeppf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e537165317aa3c7dd85ef2b8b&id=c87a9fbbc7&e=f4b094d38e
https://cambridgeppf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e537165317aa3c7dd85ef2b8b&id=c87a9fbbc7&e=f4b094d38e
https://cambridgeppf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e537165317aa3c7dd85ef2b8b&id=082d1594d7&e=f4b094d38e
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S E DAVEY 
PLASTERING 

CONTRACTOR 
All aspects of  plas-

tering work  
carried out. 

 
Tel: 01954 210941 

Mob: 
07711541799 

 
info@sedaveyplastering.co

m 



49 

 

Local, Cost Effective Kitchen Fitting, Carpentry & Building 

Services 
Kitchen installations 

Bathroomsand Bedrooms fitted 

Laminate/Engineered Wood  

Flooring 

Built-in and Fitted Wardrobes 

Cupboards built to your  

        specification  

Property renovation 

Carpentry and Joinery work 

Customer Testimonial: 

“The work was performed on time and to a high standard. We are very happy with the 

results” 

 

Contact Martin or Paul on  

cambourne.improvements@gmail.com for a free quotation  

or Tel: 07785 551224 
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 Carpet Cleaning &  
Stone Floor, Upholstery, 

Rugs  
A few points that make us stand out,  

Rothwell’s has been in business 
since1993  

We’re an honest local family firm.  
Our large truck mounted machines 

mean more cleaning & drying power  
for the best results possible.  

Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.  

We will move the furniture.  
100% satisfaction or it’s FREE.  
Call Oliver and Max Campbell  

for expert help today.  

01223 832 928  
www.Rothwells.biz  

 

Test your smoke alarm! 

 

 
 

Did you know that you should test your smoke alarms at least 

once a month? Or that you should have smoke alarms on 

every floor of your home? Or that Cambridgeshire Fire and 

Rescue Service do free home visits to make sure your home is 

fire safe? 

Visit this website for helpful tips and advice:  

https://firekills.campaign.gov.uk/ 
 

It only takes one accident to start a fire. Fire kills.  

Let’s prevent it. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAyMTAuMTY4OTIwMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2ZpcmVraWxscy5jYW1wYWlnbi5nb3YudWsvP3V0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9uYW1lPSZ1dG1fc291
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Thanks to Ruth Richardson for forwarding this poem 

by her son David. It was written quite a few years ago 

when he was a teenager. 
 

 

There’s a magic cord that binds us, 

Which grows stronger through the years 

It is soaked in smiles and laughter 

And  pulls tighter when there’s tears. 

 

It can be stretched but never broken, 

And even though it can’t be seen, 

Over time and space it pulls you, 

To where better times have been. 

 

And what keeps this cord from breaking, 

This invisible piece of string. 

It’s the love for those it’s tied to, 

And love’s the strongest thing. 
 

 

 

David Richardson 
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CALLING ALL SWIMMERS - WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP RAISE FUNDS 
FOR YOUR LOCAL HOME-START SCHEME? 

We are looking for swimmers to join a team to take part 
in our Home-Start Aquathon to be held at 8.00pm on 
Sunday 17th May at Royston Leisure Centre. 
All you need to do is get some sponsorship and turn up 
on the night and have fun!  It is not a race, you will swim 
with a team of 6 in relay for 55 minutes. 
If you would take part, we have 3 swimmers for the team 
already, we would love to hear from you.  
There is always a great atmosphere during this popular 
event, we have 14 teams booked so far from local 
schools, army cadets, swimming clubs, one of our Trus-
tees has a team and local youth and sports clubs. 
Please call Tracy on 01763 262262 if you would like fur-
ther information or a chat about this event. 
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Scotsdales Garden Centre, 

Horningsea, Cambridge 

CB25 9JG 

Tel: 01223 863908 

www.orchard-mobility.com 

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT 
SCOOTERS, WHEELCHAIRS, RISER/RECLINER 

CHAIRS, BEDS, WALKERS, FOOTWEAR, TOILET & 

BATHING AIDS, KITCHEN & HOUSEHOLD AIDS, CON-

TINENCE CARE, CUSHIONS, STAIRLIFTS AND MUCH 

MORE 
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE 

EQUIPMENT HIRE, SERVICING AND REPAIR 

FRIENDLY AND CONSIDERATE SERVICE GUARANTEED 

http://www.orchardmobility.com
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Looking for a Nursing home for your dear ones! 

Gracefield Nursing Home provides excellent Nursing and  

Residential Care to people with Dementia and 

Mental Health problems. 

Please contact us for more details:- 

Tel: 01954 210833 

Email: gracefield1@hotmail. 
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The Sports and Social Club committee is now 10 strong with a 

sub committee to oversee events. We hold monthly meetings 

(2nd Monday of every month) which are well attended. Our 

main incentive is to continue making improvements to the 

Club, providing a safe and  friendly environment for members 

&guests and to support local charities and clubs. 

The membership system allows us to offer our members 

slightly discounted prices and free or reduced tickets to events 

& door access all with their membership cards. Membership is 

only £10 per year and the renewal price remains £5 so pop in 

or call 01954 210110 after 5pm Mon-Fri or after 12 noon Sat/

Sun. Renewals are now £10 as the Feb 28th deadline has 

passed. 

Our Events Team have been working so hard and have put to-

gether some fantastic events with the support of our Manager-

ess. We now host regular events and  are looking forward to the 

following in 2020, Cheese Night, Karaoke, Food Nights and 

Live Music, all of which have become increasingly popular and 

will be repeated throughout the year. All of our events are open 

to everyone (not just members) and we have continued to sup-

port local clubs and organisations. We have a defibrillator out-

side the main entrance of the club which was kindly installed 

by Paul Church Electrical. This life saving equipment is now 

accessible to all villagers 24 hours a day.  

We have both Sky Sports & BT Sports, and with our larger HD 

TV’s and Projector Screen you can enjoy watching all televised  
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Sport, or even support our 2 local teams who play most Satur-

days on the recreation ground. We currently have two Pool 

Teams that play competitively in the Cambridge Area Pool 

League on Thursday nights, a Crib Team and a darts Team both 

that play competitively on Wednesday evenings. If competitive 

sports aren’t for you why not come along to one of our Quiz 

Nights (1st Thursday of every month) for some light hearted 

fun, which is open to Non Members. Our Members Draw is 

held on the last Friday of every month, with food available 

from 5:30pm, games the kids can join in &the chance to win 

free drinks& cash prizes.  The Friendship Group meets weekly 

at 1.45pm Wednesday’s welcoming new faces. A card making 

class in held monthly  on Monday mornings 9.30-11.30am,  

For more details or to book contact Mo Rootes 07906008125. 

  

We are a friendly inclusive club always welcoming new faces 

so if you haven’t already, please pop in or look at our website 

hardwicksportsandsocialclub.co.uk, or Facebook Page 

‘Hardwick Sports and Social Club’to see our upcoming events 

& what we are about. The club is also available for private hire 

at a competitive rate, or free if it is for a fundraising event.  

Come and take a look at our newly refurbished ‘Atkinson 

Room’ and check out the village diary dates for our upcoming 

events. Hope to see you soon! 

 

 

HSSC Committee. 



60 

 

 

 

MARCH  
 

5TH - 8PM MONTHLY QUIZ NIGHT (ALL WELCOME) 

7TH – PIE, MASH 7 LIQUOR NIGHT 

14TH - SIX NATIONS FINAL 

15TH - 3PM LIVE MUSIC WITH THE FABULOUS 

'AMY'  TICKETS £5 MEMBERS, £6 NON MEMEBRS 

27TH - 8PM MONTHLY MEMBERS DRAW NIGHT 
 

 

 

 

APRIL 

 

4TH April – 7:30PM ADULT ONLY ENTERTAINMENT 

WITH COMEDIAN/SINGER/IMPRESSIONIST G. TICK-

ETS £10 MEMBERS £11 NON MEMBERS. STRICTLY 

OVER 18’S ONLY 

10TH APRIL – 7:30PM MONTHLY QUIZ NIGHT 

18TH APRIL – 7:0PM KARAOKE NIGHT, MEMBERS 

FREE, NON-MEMBERS £2 

25TH APRIL – MONTHLY MEMBERS DRAW NIGHT.  

SOME ADDITIONAL DATES FROM HSSC WHICH  

DIDN’T MAKE IT INTO THE VILLAGE DIARY 
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COPY FOR THE 

 APRIL/MAY  

EDITION BY  

15th MARCH  

PLEASE 
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