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VILLAGE  DATABASE   

Cambridgeshire County Council:   www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk             01223 717111 

  

Community Association: 

Anne Jones                                                jeffandanne23@gmail.com              01954 211417 

                                                       

Community Car Scheme: 

Lizzie Coe                                                                                                         07387 395 296  

Gill Stott                                                                                                             07464 052 521 

Nicky Kerr                                                                                                          07464 052521 

                                                                  

Community Primary School:               

Headteacher:   Mr James Hoban and Ms Cate Thompson                       01954 210070   

www,hardwickandcambourne.primary.co.uk                       

Community Speed Watch:  Alan Everitt    csw.hardwick@gmail.com              07739322905 

 

County Councillor:  Lina Nieto     Lina.Nieto@cambridgeshire.gov.uk       0740 2351821 

 

Doctors’ Surgeries:  

Surgery/Dispensary  58 Green End, Comberton                              01223 262500/262399 

Surgery/Dispensary  58 Green End,                                      01223  262500/262399    

Bourn Surgery   25 Alms Hill, Bourn                                       01954 719313 

Child & Family Nurses:                             01954 282830 

 

District Councillor:  Grenville Chamberlain  grenville_c@hotmail.com       01954 210040   

  

Evangelical Church: Hardwickevangelical@gmail.com 

Co-Ministers:  Steve & Kate Gaze             01954  211900/212556 

Secretary:  Liz Pamplin                              hardwickevangelical@gmail.com 

 

General: 

Community Education Office: CVC               01223 264721 

Ashcroft Veterinary Surgery: 169 St Neots Rd             01954 210250 

Cambridge Water Co (supply):                01223 403000 

Anglian Water (sewerage):                08457 145145  

Eastern Electricity:                                                               0800 7 838 838 

Gas Emergency:                 0800 111 999   

    

  

Guides:      Janet Hayman             hardwickguides@gmail.com  

Rainbows:   Jane Muncey              1hardwickrainbows@gmail.com                 01954 210570 

Guiding information                            www. Girlguiding.org.uk 

              

Hardwick Happenings: Eds  Peter Cornwell  Howard Baker    

 hardwickhappenings@gmail.com 

Hardwick pre school:          hardwick.preschool@yahoo.co.uk              01954    212823 
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Netball Club: Alison Beresford   
  

Neighbourhood Watch:    Ashley Shepherd       ahshepherd@hotmail.co.uk 

  

Parish Council:                      hardwickpc@lgs-services.co.uk 

Parish Clerk: Gail Stoehr        hardwickpc@lgs-services.co.uk                          01954   210241  

Chairman:  Tony Gill                anthony.a.gill@btinternet.com,                         01954   211108 

Vice chairman : Pauline Joslin        Pauline.joslin@btinternet.com                     01954 212395 

 

Reporting highways /road  problems                                                                  03450 455212 

Reporting  light problems   South Cambs                                                            03450 450063 

All other street lamp faults                                                                                   08007838247        

 

 

St. Mary’s Parish Church:  

Priest in charge: Revd Alison Myers alisonmyers@lordsbridge.org                 01954   212815 

Treasurer:  Clare Bigg       Cebigg53@gmail.com                                               01954   211673     

                                            

 

Sports and Social Club:          

www.hardwicksportsandsocialclub.co.uk  

secretary@hardwicksportsandsocialclub.co.uk                                                01954 210110  

 Lindsey Haynes     ginge1964@yahoo.co.uk                                                   07925208108 

 

Three fifteen club: 

Sharon Turner hardwick3.15club@hotmail.co.uk                                            07787910490  

 

WI:    Anne Jones jeffandanne23@gmail.com                                             01954 211417  

BIN COLLECTIONS 

Date Colour 

Wednesday February 5th
 Black 

Wednesday February 12th
 Green & Blue 

Wednesday February 19th
 Black 

Wednesday February 26th
  Blue only 

Wednesday March 4th
 Black 

Wednesday March 11th
 Green & Blue 

Wednesday March 18th
 Black 

Wednesday March 25th
 Green & Blue 

NB Tuesday March 31st
 Black 

mailto:anthony.a.gill@btinternet.com
mailto:Cebigg53@gmail.com
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 CAR SCHEME NUMBERS 

Co- ordinators to phone are; 

Gillian Stott:      07464 069 483 

Nicky Kerr:        07464 052 521 

Lizzie Coe:         07387 395 296 

In emergencies only, Sheila Stephenson: 01954 

210638 
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„Surely we had snowdrops on the cover last year?‟   

 

Yes , true we did have snowdrops  on the cover, last March. 

This year, February. Snowdrops appeared as much as six weeks 

earlier than last year. Not very scientific, but possibly  another 

small example of climate warming?  

 

The Hardwick climate change group make their first serious 

foray into HH with an article about „Fields of Grace‟ Page 62. 

This is just one of the initiatives which the group have set up in 

the last couple of months. 

 

Oh to have been  a fly on the wall for the WI pantomime 

reading. What a shame it did not have a wider audience. Naomi 

reports on Page 28. 

 

Few can have missed the lovely sight of the church tower  

illuminated by a giant star for the first time this year. Page 27. 

Thanks to the three photographers who sent in their pictures. 

They did  incredibly well  to capture  decent images. (All my 

attempts went into trash.) 

 

Great news from St Mary‟s where work has started on the new 

community room. Pages 7, 40 and 45 

 

Good news, too, about the North /South footpath through the  

Village.  Alan  reports on page 48.         Peter 

 
 

EDITORIAL 
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The new Community Hall at St. Mary‟s has a 

unique opportunity to set up a state of the art  

booking system which is unparalleled  in similar 

institutions around the country. 

 It is a massively impressive programme which 

is now used by about half of Cambridge  

University colleges and departments. 

It is a system which could be used  

village wide in Hardwick by  

every organisation.  

 

 

 

 

You are cordially invited  

to attend a demonstration of the 

system in the  

Community room at the school 

on Monday 10th February  

at 8 pm. 
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The Sports and Social Club committee is now ten strong with a 

sub committee to oversee events. We hold monthly meetings 

(2nd Monday of every month) which are well attended. Our 

main incentive is to continue making improvements to the 

Club, providing a safe & friendly environment for members 

and guests and to support local charities and clubs. Our long 

serving Chairman, Nigel Atkinson has recently stepped down 

from his post but remains on the committee, and has been re-

placed by Mr Chris Cracknell. On behalf of the committee and 

members we give a huge thanks to Nigel for all his hard work 

over the years and to Chris for stepping into this role. 

The membership system allows us to offer our members 

slightly discounted prices and free or reduced tickets to Events 

and door access all with their membership cards. Membership 

is only £10 per year and the renewal price remains £5 so pop in 

or call 01954 210110 after 5pm Mon-Fri or after 12 noon Sat/

Sun. Renewals are only £5 if processed before 28 Feb 2020. 

Our Events Team have been working so hard and have put to-

gether some fantastic events with the support of our Manager-

ess. We now host regular events and  are looking forward to the 

following in 2020, Cheese Night, Karaoke, Food Nights and 

Live Music, all of which have become increasingly popular and 

will be repeated throughout the year. All of our events are open 

to everyone (not just members) and we have continued to sup-

port local clubs and organisations. We have a defibrillator out-

side the main entrance of the club which was kindly installed 

by  
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 Paul Church Electrical. This life saving equipment is now ac-

cessible to all villagers 24 hours a day. 

We have both Sky Sports and BT Sports, and with our larger 

HD TV‟s and Projector Screen you can enjoy watching all tele-

vised sport, or even support our two  local teams who play 

most Saturdays on the recreation ground. We currently have 

two Pool Teams that play competitively in the Cambridge Area 

Pool League on Thursday nights, a Crib Team and a Darts 

Team,  both play competitively on Wednesday evenings. If 

competitive sports aren‟t for you why not come along to one of 

our Quiz Nights (1st Thursday of every month ) for some light 

hearted fun, which is open to Non Members. Our Members 

Draw is held on the last Friday of every month, with food 

available from 5:30pm, games the kids can join in and the 

chance to win free drinks and cash prizes.  The Friendship 

Group meets weekly at 1.45pm on Wednesday‟s, welcoming 

new faces. A card making class is held monthly  on Monday 

mornings 9.30-11.30am, for more details or to book  contact 

Mo Rootes  07906008125. 

We are a friendly, inclusive club always welcoming new faces 

so if you haven‟t already, please pop in or look at our website 

hardwicksportsandsocialclub.co.uk, or Facebook Page 

„Hardwick Sports and Social Club‟ to see our upcoming events 

and what we are about. The club is also available for private 

hire at a competitive rate, or free if it is for a fundraising event. 

Come and take a look at our newly refurbished „Atkinson 

Room‟ and check out the village diary dates for our upcoming 

events. Happy New Year & hope to see you soon! 

 

 

HSSC Committee. 
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CLEVER LITTLE ROBOT 

A clever little robot is saving drivers on England‟s busiest roads 
from hundreds of hours of disruption. The quirky machine uses 
precise positioning technology to mark out where white lines need 
to be painted on new or resurfaced roads. 

The robot has already saved hundreds of hours of working time on 
various Highways England projects across the country, including 
Britain‟s biggest road upgrade, the £1.5 billion A14 Cambridge to 
Huntingdon improvement scheme. 

It also recently pre-marked eight miles of the M6 in Staffordshire in 
four hours. This work would usually take two engineers over a 
week to complete. 

Savings elsewhere include saving twenty seven hours of working 
time marking three miles of hard shoulder on the M4 in Berkshire, 
seventy seven hours covering five miles of the M6 in Warwickshire, 
and six hours working on two miles of the M1 in Leicestershire, 
with further work done on the M60 smart motorway at Manchester. 

Besides helping drivers, it also has safety benefits for roadworkers 
and enables them to focus on completing other essential work on 
each project. 

Julian Lamb, construction director on the A14 where the robot has 
been used, said: “We‟re always looking at innovative ways of work-
ing, which can help road users, and make our projects more effi-
cient while supporting improved engineering. With safety our top 
priority, the time savings the robot can provide, coupled with re-
moving our operatives from a potentially hazardous situation, make 
it a great solution. 

“We‟ve also been working with a self-driving dumper truck on the 
project, completing trials of these new technologies to help High-
ways England more deliver its ambitious programme of roads im-
provement quickly, safely and efficiently. These technologies are 
also supporting new jobs, with the engineers of tomorrow needing 
to learn new skills such as programming this autonomous equip-
ment.” 
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Ordinarily, pre-marking road markings is a time-consuming job, cal-
culating the positioning of the markings and walking several miles to 
spray or chalk them on the road. By using the robot, road workers 
spend far less time in the road and are at less risk of an accident. 
Around 250 drivers illegally drive into roadworks every month, putting 
workers‟ lives at risk. Bending down to pre-mark roads by hand can 
also raise the risk of back injuries. The robot also boasts improved 
accuracy and can mark the road faster. 

The robot has been so successful, specialist contractor WJ, who 
adopted the technology for it to complete the pre-marking, has now 
invested in a second one to help complete more of its work. By com-
pleting roadworks faster, the robot will help contribute to the goals of 
reducing congestion, improving journey times, and supporting eco-
nomic growth, while cost savings can be used to provide more or bet-
ter-quality road-building materials. 

Wayne Johnston, WJ Group Managing Director, said: 

“I am passionate about changing the way we work in this industry 
and the WJ Robotic PreMarker represents a real step change. How-
ever, it is just a starting point, we will continue to invest in research 
and development to find better, more efficient and safer ways of 
working.” 
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Hardwick Neighbourhood Watch 
Hope you all had a crime free Christmas. Many  

surrounding villages were not so lucky and there has 

been an increase in burglaries particularly to sheds 

and garages. So now is the time to be that little more 

vigilant. You can contact the Bobby Scheme and ask 

for security advice. Shed, garage alarms and  

television simulators are about £6/£7. Don‟t forget 

when your property is not occupied to leave a light on 

and or radio/television. Timers are useful. 

You may need to contact the police, in an emergency 

dial 999. When someone is in danger, a crime is in 

progress or a suspect is nearby. Use 101 for a non-

emergency. Google  Cambs. Police and follow the 

links. You can report crimes anonymously. Email our 

two PCSO‟s john.coppard@cambs.pnn.police.uk or 

james.lynch@cambs.pnn.police.uk 

There is crime stoppers, 0800 55111 or on line. Speak 

up and be safe where your anonymity is 100% safe 

but your information will be passed onto the police. 

Ashley Shepherd 01954 211532,  

ahshepherd@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:john.coppard@cambs.pnn.police.uk
mailto:james.lynch@cambs.pnn.police.uk
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Monday  

Mornings  

at the school 
 

 

 

 

Babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers are warmly invited 

to bring their carers to the Community Room at the 

School on Mondays in term-time from 9:30 – 11:00. 

Enjoy coffee, snacks, craft, a Bible story and  

singalong, conversation and lots of play. 

Suggested donation £2 per family. 

 

Contact Clare Bigg 

cebigg53@gmail.com 
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Joint Greater  

Cambridge Local Plan. 
 

     The Greater Cambridge 

Local Plan-First Conversa-

tion Consultation starts on 

January 13th  2020 and  

finishes on February 24th 

2020. This will be an oppor-

tunity for everyone in the 

Greater Cambridge area to 

have their say in shaping the 

future of the area. 

     The consultation is avail-

able online at 

scambs.gov.uk/planning 

then choose Local Plan fol-

lowed by Greater Cam-

bridge Local Plan, or Online 

Consultation system. 

     There will also be pop-

up Roadshow Events held 

throughout the area, and the 

dates and venues are avail-

able on the website and 

from SCDC at Cambourne. 

     Please take this first 

chance to get Hardwick  

residents‟ views known to 

the planners. 

 

Tony Gill. 
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Salmon with Stir Fry Veg 

and Rice Noodles 
This has to be one of the speediest and most colourful suppers, bursting with flavour - a 

favourite in our house. 

 
Ingredients – Serves 2 

2 x salmon fillets 

½ red pepper – thinly sliced 

½ green pepper – thinly sliced 

½ orange pepper – thinly sliced 

1 x medium onion – thinly sliced 

4 x chestnut mushrooms – thinly sliced 

1 medium pack fresh rice noodles 

2-3 good handfuls of fresh spinach 

 
For the stir fry sauce 

In a small bowl mix together:- 

1 x piece ginger (I used a piece from a jar of stem ginger in syrup and put it through the 

garlic crusher) 

1 x garlic clove, crushed 

1 x tsp honey 

4 x tsp tomato ketchup 

3 x tsp HP brown sauce 

3 x tsp Worcestershire sauce 

 
Method 

To cook your salmon – bake uncovered in the oven (180˚/350/gas mark 4) for 10-15 

minutes, pop under the grill for 10-15 minutes or pan try for 10-15 minutes, depending 

on the thickness of the fish. 

 
Heat 1tbsp olive oil in a large frying pan, gently cook the onions and peppers for 2 min-

utes. Add the mushrooms and cook for 2 minutes. Add the sauce rinsing out your bowl 

with 4-5 tablespoons of hot water and add to your pan. Bring back to a gentle bubble, 

add the noodles and stir to coat with the sauce. Once coated, lay the spinach on the 

top, put a lid on the pan and leave to cook for 2 minutes while the spinach wilts. 

 
Serve and enjoy - any leftovers make a great cold lunch to take to work or perhaps 

make an extra portion.  

 

Carole Oakes    
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MJ WRIGHT ELECTRICAL LTD  
DOMESTIC-COMMERCIAL 

*Electrical Installations 
*Rewires/Additional Wiring 

*Fuse Boards/Upgrades 
*Heating System Controls 

*Showers 
*Outdoor Lighting/Power 

*Smoke Alarms 
*Fault Finding 

*Free Estimates 
 

For All Your Electrical Requirements Please Contact Martin On: 
Mob: 07702291698/Tel: 01954 210011 Email: mjw.electrical@btinternet.com 

26 Ashmead Drive, Hardwick, Cambridge CB23 7XT 

 

mailto:mjw.electrical@btinternet.com
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Steamroller Ironing Services 

 

Free pick-up and delivery 

24/48 hr turnaround 

Price: 1lb = £1.50. Mini-

mum = £15 
Established for 16 years 

Please call Susie on  

07742 319631  

 01954 210672 
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SNIPPETS 
 

General elections always remind me of an incident that 
happened some years ago when I was living in Wakefield 
and had volunteered to run voters to the polling station. 
Our first customer was a woman in her eighties who told 
me that she always wanted to get to the polling station as 
soon as it opened and always wore her best dress be-
cause voting was a serious business. As I was driving her 
back home she said, ‟What‟s the name of our lad?‟ I told 
her it was Walter Harrison. „I thought so,‟ she said. ‟I‟ve 
voted for t‟ wrong feller. Can I go back and vote again?‟ I 
told her this was not possible but she needn‟t have wor-
ried. Labour held the seat with its usual thumping major-
ity. 
FOOTNOTE; At the recent election Wakefield was one of 
the many safe Labour seats that fell to the Tories. 
 
Has the art of the barber‟s shop conversation died? I 
once lived in small town where there was only one bar-
ber‟s shop. If you went there early in the year the barber 
would ask, „Did you have a good Christmas?‟ Go a few 
weeks later the opening gambit was „Got any plans for 
Easter?‟, then „Got your summer holiday booked?‟, fol-
lowed by „Did you have a good holiday‟ then, „Looking 
forward to Christmas? (It soon comes round, doesn‟t it?‟) 
In answering these stock questions you inevitably re-
vealed information about yourself, your family, your 
job,your interests, and this opened up new lines of con-
versation - „How‟s that lad of your these days?‟ The man 
was a master conversationalist. 
 But things have changed. In recent visits to the bar-
ber, I have experienced, total silence: the barbers talking  
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themselves, and even the barber talking to another cus-
tomer. My son recently experienced the total silence hair-
cut, the silence broken only when he went to pay and the 
barber said, Nine, mate.‟ I visited the silent barber re-
cently and at the pay desk he said, „Ten, sir.‟ Which 
showed that he could vary his line of conversation. 
 Of course not all customers enjoy barbers shop con-
versations. One man, when asked, „How would you like it 
cut, sir?‟ replied, „In silence, please.‟ I know just the bar-
ber for him. 
 
 
Pity the poor journalists assigned to the great Harry and 
Megan sensation and finding themselves outside the 
locked gates of Sandringham, miles from the talks. How 
can you fill airtime in those circumstances? No problem: 
background story, how they met, the wedding, the birth of 
their first child, and why the present crisis has arisen. 
Then with time still to fill, some idle speculation about 
how the talks might be going, and interviews with fellow 
journalists who know as little as you do, and, as a last re-
sort, interview some members of the public who know 
even less than you and your fellow journalists. From 
these worthy citizens we learn (1) that Harry and Megan 
should be allowed to live their own lives, (2) that they 
can‟t go and live in Canada and expect us to foot the bill, 
and (3) that the Queen is probably very upset.‟ 
 That‟s it. Time filled. Back to the safety of the London 
office. Fifteen minutes of airtime filled and no one is any 
the wiser. 
 
 
Howard Baker. 
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Areas 

where  

trees  

could be 

planted in 

Hardwick. 
Thanks to  

Pat Portlock for  

forwarding this. 
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Accounting & Administration for the small busi-

ness 

 

Self Assessment?Still have your tax 

return to do but keep putting it off? 

 

Let us help– we can take the whole 

job off your hands or give you the 

training to complete it yourself. 
 

Accountancy, Bookkeeping, Payroll, 

VAT, CIS, 1-1 Training 

No Frills, No Gimmicks 

Simply Service 
 

For a free consultation contact 01767 677562 

or admin@simplesolutionscambs.co.uk 
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Thanks to Jenny Cornwell, Steve 

Gaze and Roger Worland  for these 

star  photos. 



28 

 

HARDWICK WI 
 

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR (BELATED) TO ALL OUR  READERS  

 

So the New Year started with a number of visits to the theatre 

but first I must mention our Christmas Pantomime Spectacu-

lar in December, I enclose a photo or two – see if you can rec-

ognise some of the artistes!  This meeting was organised by 

the members and they provided a wonderful buffet and 

mulled wine before entertaining us with “Rhyming Cinder-

ella”- well directed by Caroline and supported by brilliant 

“drag queens”.   The make up and costumes were amazing 

and there is some talk that these thespians might repeat this 

performance on an annual basis – so sign up here for a good 

laugh!   Thank you to all those who made this such a good 

evening. 
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Activities in January included a visit to see a “proper 

panto” (Cinderella no less) at the Arts Theatre: a visit to the  

Savoy Theatre in London to see “ 9 to 5” starring Louise  

Redknapp and Bonnie Langford and, in February to see “Come 

from Away” in Cambridge. 

Our regular meeting in January was a social, organised by the 

Committee.  We imported a “hog roast” with all the trimmings 

and, after the meal, several party games. 

The guest speaker at our next meeting in February will be 

Chris Cracknell who will talk on his life experiences as a mace 

carrier- amongst other things,  We look forward to hearing 

from him. 

The committee are busy putting together the new programme 

for 2020 and hope to encourage more ladies  to join us on– the 

3rd Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in Hardwick Primary 

School.  

For more details, see   ..............    

http;//www.hardwickwi.weebly.com 

NAOMI ROY 
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Television Review by Howard Baker  

The Choir: Aylesbury Prison 

A NEW CHALLENGE FOR GARETH 

Over the years Gareth Malone has become a familiar figure on 
television, a slightly nervous schoolteacher-ish figure who gets 
groups of people together and welds them into choirs who end up 
overcoming their inhibitions and singing in front of large audiences. 
But with his latest venture I feared that he had taken on an impos-
sible task - and so, clearly, did he. 
His brief was to set up a choir in Aylesbury Prison, a Young Of-
fenders Institution. At the start of the programme we were told that 
the prison had been put into special measures after an unfavour-
able report, and that three wings had been closed and the prison-
ers moved to other institutions. Still the governor believed that Ga-
reth could come in and weave his magic. 
There were other problems: because of the street-gang rivalries 
which continue in the prison environment, he could only meet in-
mates one at a time or in small groups  in the presence of an offi-
cer, and when outbreaks of violence occurred, which they fre-
quently did, Gareth had to be whisked away from the scene of the 
trouble. 
Once the violence had been controlled, some of the inmates were 
denied privileges, one of which was association with other inmates, 
and with Gareth. 
In the end he had to give up on the idea of a choir and work with 
individuals. Then another problem arose: the only music they were 
interested in was rap and drill, with words about violence, revenge 
and gang culture. 
So, no choir, no acceptable musical forms. A lesser man than Ga-
reth would have jumped ship at this point, but he persisted with 
seven individuals and asked them individually to write a few lines  
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about their own experience. Further problem: one of them dropped 
out, and one reached the age of twenty-one, old enough to be 
transferred to an adult prison. Of the remaining five, one had to re-
ceive treatment for acute mental health problems but came back in 
time to join the others in the final performance. 
Invitations were sent out to the families of the five, and Gareth 
brought in some friends to bolster the singing. 
 The performance consisted of the five inmates singing a few 
lines that they had written, accompanied by tunes improvised by 
Gareth, and performed in front of family members. The words all 
followed similar themes: regret for mistakes they had made and 
hopes of being able to make a fresh start. Understandably, many 
of the parents were in tears. 
 In previous programmes, Gareth has taken groups of people, 
taught them songs, dealt with all their problems, especially lack of 
self-confidence. His choir members have been relatively free of 
psychological problems and have done their rehearsals in pleasant 
surroundings. But this was a programme of a different order, 
a triumph for Gareth Malone, and hopefully a positive step forward 
in the lives of the participants. 
 At the end of the final performance, the prison governor 
talked about appointing a musician in residence. I wonder who she 
might have had in mind? 

 

Gareth on a prison wing 
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Scotsdales Garden Centre, 

Horningsea, Cambridge 

CB25 9JG 

Tel: 01223 863908 

www.orchard-mobility.com 

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT 
SCOOTERS, WHEELCHAIRS, RISER/RECLINER 

CHAIRS, BEDS, WALKERS, FOOTWEAR, TOILET & 

BATHING AIDS, KITCHEN & HOUSEHOLD AIDS, CON-

TINENCE CARE, CUSHIONS, STAIRLIFTS AND MUCH 

MORE 
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE 

EQUIPMENT HIRE, SERVICING AND REPAIR 

FRIENDLY AND CONSIDERATE SERVICE GUARANTEED 

http://www.orchardmobility.com
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Hardwick’s community café 
 is open on 1 Feb &7 March, 10am to 

midday,  

in the community room at the school.  

Coffee, cakes and company. Perhaps we‟ll see you 

there. 

 

A partnership between the churches and the  

Community Association 

Youth Activities in February 
 

Sun 9th Feb- 6 to 8.30 pm, Thirst, a youth ser-

vice run by a multi-church team  

of youth leaders. 

 

More details from Teresa Taylor 
youth@lordsbridge.org 

Visiting at home 

 

If you or one of your neighbours would ap-

preciate a visit from one of our small pas-

toral team, just for a chat or to bring com-

munion to the housebound, please let us 

know.  Our visitors are trained in pastoral 

care and have undergone Safeguarding 

checks. 
 

mailto:youth@lordsbridge.org
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Picture: Breaking ground ceremony for the new  

Community hall at St. Mary’s 

From Chris Ford 

COPY FOR THE MARCH 

EDITION BY  

15th FEBRUARY PLEASE 

hardwickhappenings@gmail.com 
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Interested in joining the Gym? 

Sign for Comberton Sports & Arts 

‘Great Value Gym Memberships!’ 
Memberships include: (NO CONTRACTS) - £15 Joining Fee 

- Easy to join! 

 Fitness Suite & Free Weights access 

 Excellent Studio Timetable Classes 

 Free Badminton Court Hire 

 Free  Induction and advice from friendly qualified gym in-

structors  

Standard Rate: £30 per month (DD) or  £300 per annum 

Concession Rate:  £20 per month (DD) or £200 per annum 

 Students , Over 60s, NHS , Armed Forces, The Cam Acad-

emy Trust employees  

  
  

  

  

    

 

Give it try before you buy- Non members welcome! 

 Fitness Suite & Free Weights  - Pay & Play: £6.50  or £5 per 

concession 

 Studio Classes : £5 per class or block card (Buy 12 for the 

price of 10) 

 Badminton court hire : £10 per court per hour 

  

START THE NEW YEAR IN 

STYLE! 

NO JOINING FEE  

JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2020 
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PARKING IN THE VILLAGE  
 
At a recent community meeting parking issues were high-
lighted by residents living in this area as being a major 
cause for concern.  
If you encounter any obstructive or illegal parking please 
contact South Cambridgeshire PCSOs by email or call 
using the national 101 service 
Contact details are SCambsCops@cambs.pnn.police.uk   
In any report please describe the issue and include  
Vehicle Registration Number, date, time, location but 
photos are not required. 
 
PARKING ON PAVEMENTS  
 
Highway Code Instruction to DriversRule 244 states 
 

You MUST NOT park partially or wholly on the pave-
ment, and should not do so elsewhere unless signs 
permit it. Parking on the pavement can obstruct and 
seriously inconvenience pedestrians, people in 
wheelchairs or with visual impairments and people 
with prams or pushchairs. 

 
PARKING ON ROADS 
Highway Code Instruction to Drivers Rule 243 states  
DO NOT stop or park: 

near a school entrance 
anywhere you would prevent access for Emergency 

Services 
at or near a bus or tram stop or taxi rank 
on the approach to a level crossing/tramway/busway 

crossing 

mailto:SCambsCops@cambs.pnn.police.uk
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opposite or within 10 meters (32 feet) of a junction, ex-
cept in an authorized parking space 

near the brow of a hill or hump bridge 
opposite a traffic island or (if this would cause an ob-

struction) another parked vehicle 
where you would force other traffic to enter a tram/bus 

lane 
 where the kerb has been lowered to help wheelchair 
users and powered mobility vehicles 

 in front of an entrance to a property 

 on a bend 

where you would obstruct cyclists‟ use of cycle facilities 

 
PCSO John Coppard 7269 

EVE CONSTRUCTION LTD 
Experienced professional local builder 

 

Extensions, alterations, structural work, car-

pentry, block drives, landscaping and all 

types of general building work  
Contact Mark  07889 669138 01223 264909 

 enquiries@eveconstruction.co.uk

 www.eveconstruction.co.uk  
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       From the archives 

 
The photos show the arrival of the porta-

cabin at the church twenty five years ago. 

Now the congregation have said goodbye to 

it. The builders have moved in and will be 

using the cabin for the duration of the  

newbuild as a site office. 
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News on Hardwick Footpath Upgrade 

 

From Alan Everitt 

 

In the March 2019 Issue, Hardwick Happenings reported that 

following the Village campaign to have a decent footpath 

South-North through the village, the County Council had 

agreed to invest £400k in a Scheme as part of the Cambridge-

shire Transport Investment Plan. The good news is that High-

ways draft plans are finally available and work is due to start 

end February 2020.  

The upgrade intends to provide a two metre-wide, good  

surface footpath from the “Hump” at the south of Main Street 

all the way up to St Neots Road. The work will mostly be 

completed in 2020 but the financing is over 3 financial years 

so some work may flow into 2021.  

The work will not be without some disruption and will  

certainly require cooperation and goodwill from road users, 

pedestrians and residents, probably some hedge trimming 

too, but the end result should give the village the safer and 

more sociable footpath that many have been looking forward 

to. Highways point out it is NOT intended to be a combined 

footpath/cycle way but it should avoid the need for users to 

step into the road to pass each other. 

This upgrade will be integrated with the short stretch of foot-

path between St Mary‟s and The Blue Lion that is being wid-

ened by Hill‟s Contractors as a Condition of the Meridian 

Fields Development and presumably should be started soon 

as residents at Meridian Fields take up occupation. 

Included in the draft plans are a safer crossing point for Egre-

mont Road –at the junction with Cambridge, a pedestrian ref-

uge island in Cambridge Road stepped back from the  
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junction with St Neots Road and the relocation of some street 

lights and other poles and signs to take them to the back of the 

footpath.  

It might be worth remembering that the only serious accident in 

recent years along Main Street between St Marys and the junc-

tion with Cambridge Road involved a pedestrian so care al-

ways needed by all footpath users, especially with little ones, 

road users and residents exiting driveways along that stretch.  

Hopefully the safer footpath, the imminent placement of 

“Speed Flashers” around the village and the continued work by 

the Speed Watch volunteers, will help make it more pleasant to 

get around the village.  

 

Now, what‟s happening about a campaign to address the Vil-

lage Lighting which figured as an equally high priority in the 

Village Plan? 
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S E DAVEY 
PLASTERING 

CONTRACTOR 
All aspects of  plas-

tering work  
carried out. 

 
Tel: 01954 210941 

Mob: 
07711541799 

 
info@sedaveyplastering.co

m 
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Local, Cost Effective Kitchen Fitting, Carpentry & Building 

Services 
Kitchen installations 

Bathroomsand Bedrooms fitted 

Laminate/Engineered Wood  

Flooring 

Built -in and Fitted Wardrobes 

Cupboards built to your  

        specification  

Property renovation 

Carpentry and Joinery work 

Customer Testimonial: 

ñThe work was performed on time and to a high standard. We are very happy with the 

resultsò 

 

Contact Martin or Paul on  

cambourne.improvements@gmail.com for a free quotation  

or Tel: 07785 551224 
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 Carpet Cleaning &  
Stone Floor, Upholstery, 

Rugs  
A few points that make us stand out,  
Rothwellôs has been in business 

since1993  
Weôre an honest local family firm.  

Our large truck mounted machines 
mean more cleaning & drying power  

for the best results possible.  
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.  

We will move the furniture.  
100% satisfaction or itôs FREE.  
Call Oliver and Max Campbell  

for expert help today.  

01223 832 928  
www.Rothwells.biz  

 

B. VINCENT 
ROOFING SERVICES LTD 

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE LOCAL  

ROOFING INDUSTRY 

Our extensive range of high quality workmanship includes 

the following: 

Re-Roofing (including listed & period properties) 

New-Build, Extensions, Leadwork, Roof, Chimney  

and Timber Repairs 

High Performance Felt and Single-ply Membranes 

Flat Roof Systems 
ALSO: 

Brighten up the exterior of your home. Renew rotten fascias etc with 

 U.P.V.C, maintenance free, fascias and gutter systems. 
For a free quotation, or advice, contact Barry on: 

Office: 01954 211068, Mobile 07765440614 
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Swavesey  

Camera Club 
Annual Photographic 

Exhibtion (Free entry) 
Saturday 25th April 2020 - 

10am - 5pm 
Swavesey Memorial Hall, High Street, Swavesey, 

CB24 4QU 
(Parking available at the back of the hall) 
Our Annual Spring Exhibtion is now a well established event in 

Swavesey. 

This is our opportunity to demonstrate our skills to the public 

and our wider 

community. Participation by all members is positively encour-

aged and in addition to prints, there will be a continuous display 

of projected images and AV presentations.As in previous years 

we plan to host an Open Photographic Competition within our 

Annual Exhibition. 
 

For further info and to see some of our members photos check 

out our website - 

www.swaveseycameraclub.co.uk/ 
 

Maggie O‟Moore 

Committee member 
 

Richard Harrison 

Swavesey Camera Club President 

Email: richardharrison340@gmail.com 

http://www.swaveseycameraclub.co.uk/
mailto:richardharrison340@gmail.com
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Since our last report in October we have taken part in 
St. Maryõs Church Christmas Tree festival. Our tree 
was themed on the book title ôThe Little White 
Horseõ, and we kept our theme for this term ôTake 
Actionõ by using recycled wood for the tree, and 
made the decorations from old paper and melted 
plastic bottle tops to make 
other decorations.  

Just before half term one of the patrols baked cakes 
and sold them to raise money for JDRF (Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation) charity, as part of 
the Make Change Skills Builder. All of the Guides are 
completing the Make Change Skills Builder soon, and 
moving onto other things.  
Between half term and Christmas we did Christmas 
activities, all themed around cooking to complete the Confectionary badge. 
They made Rudolph shortbread, elf doughnuts, chocolate truffles, white 
chocolate snowballs (truffles), party rings and sugar charm Christmas decora-
tions (spun sugar) with varying degrees of success! 
We finished off the term with a Christmas party!  
Some of the Guides are going to our Guiding county organised STEM day at the 
beginning of February which sounds a great day out. Weõll be able to tell you 
about that next time.  
 

The Rangers have been doing the Cooking badge, and 
some of the new unit meeting activities. They are 
now doing First Aid Skills Builder.  
Three of the Rangers have been selected to be part 
of an Anglia region group going to a Jamboree in Can-
ada next year which is an exciting opportunity for 
them, and an honour that three of the Rangers are 
from the same unit.  

Thank you to everyone who came and supported these Rangers at the Christ-
mas Bazaar where they served refreshments and sold lots of cake! They raised 
£100 each. 
If you know of any fundraising, or sponsorship to help them (as they are all 
Year 11 so will have a busy year with studying and exams), then please get in 
touch. They are busy writing letters and planning on what else they can do.  
Guides are aged 10 ð 14 years old, and Rangers are aged 14 ð 18 years old. 
If you would like to know more about Guides or Rangers (or are younger and 
would like your name to go on our joining list) please get in touch. Email hard-
wickguides@gmail.com 
 

Janet Hayman and Kirsty OrangeGuide and Ranger leaders 

 

mailto:hardwickguides@gmail.com
mailto:hardwickguides@gmail.com
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Looking for a Nursing home for your dear ones! 

Gracefield Nursing Home provides excellent Nursing and  

Residential Care to people with Dementia and 

Mental Health problems. 

Please contact us for more details:- 

Tel: 01954 210833 

Email: gracefield1@hotmail. 
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Why: 

Reduce carbon emissions 

Enhance community – human and ecological 

Enjoy locally produced food (within 3 miles) 

 

What: 

Produce and encourage production of food within 3 miles of Hardwick for 

eating in Hardwick. 

Plant-based food to be grown using compost and other natural fertilizers, 

influenced by permaculture and regenerative agriculture principles: with-

out use of pesticide, herbicides or inorganic fertilizers. 

Compost to be made in Hardwick as much as possible reducing the 

amount of vegetable and plant waste, as well as cardboard and other com-

postable materials, leaving Hardwick. 

 

Open to the possibility of animal production (again influenced by per-

maculture and regenerative agriculture principles); recognising the role of 

animals, birds, bees and insects in a healthy ecosystem. 

Food production systems that are attractive and foster a love of nature. 

 

How: 

Bringing currently unused land and lawns into food production.  Pilot site 

being established at Gracefields Care Home.  Other plots of land for in-

vestigation include land owned by BT between Cambridge Rd and  

Bramley Way; land owned by Chivers; etc 

Facilitating people to work together in food production, and wider bio-

diversity initiatives.. 

Encouraging individuals to grow food in their gardens or allotments –  

Eg through publicity, information sharing and learning 

Facilitating sharing and selling of surplus within Hardwick. 
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Supporting initiatives to plant trees and flowers that enhance bio-diversity 

and reduce carbon emissions. 

 

A pilot project at Gracefields Care Home, St Neots Rd 

 

Gracefields Care Home provides residential and nursing care for up to 17 

people over 65 years old, specialising in caring for people with dementia, 

or other mental or physical disability.  There is a large area of lawn at the 

back that borders a much larger abandoned orchard.  A part-time  

employee is responsible for general maintenance of the building and 

grounds, but he doesn‟t have much time to spend in the gardens.  The 

home plan to get a few laying hens that may enrich the lives of residents, 

as well as producing eggs. 

Gracefields are very interested in the possibility of members from the lo-

cal community turning the grassed area at the back into vegetable (and 

possibly flower) beds.  The food could be used in the kitchen, or surplus 

made available to the local community.  There is scope for composting 

some of the food prep waste from the kitchen that currently is removed by 

SCDC Waste Collection.  There is interest in restoring the orchard, espe-

cially if the owner can be contacted and agrees.  The gardens could be a 

place of interest and stimulation for residents, and there is potential for 

interaction between residents and community volunteers in the garden. 

We have started making compost from the large piles of garden waste that 

have been put in the back and front corners of the property. 

We can learn gently on this property, with limited financial outlay and we 

can get started this year.  There is no fee for using the land.  We may need 

to come to some agreement re use of water if we end up doing a lot of wa-

tering. 

Steve Gaze,  Ruth Enge,  Peter Cornwell, Shaun Hughes 

Fields of Grace is one of the initiatives of the Hardwick Cli-

mate Change Group  You can find out more about the Hard-

wick Climate Change Group  from  Shaun Hughes  

smhughes@gmail.com  07989739791  and he will be at Pip-

pins on the first of  February to answer any questions 

which you might have about the group or about  global 

warming. 
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Hardwick Garden Safari 2020 
 

Sunday June 7th 2pm -6pm 
 

The Events Committee of St Mary's Church is always trying 

to come up with new ideas for raising money to ensure that 

the church is kept in good repair for this generation and for 

those who follow. 

 

We have come up with the idea of a Hardwick Garden Safari 

(otherwise known as Open gardens) in June. Evidently, gar-

den visiting is one of the most popular British leisure activi-

ties. However, to do this, we need people to volunteer their 

gardens. Ideally, we would like to have gardens from all areas 

of the village. 

 

Your garden does not have to be large, long established or 

perfect. People visit gardens to get ideas and don't expect 

them to be perfect. Maybe you have interesting plants or a 

landscaped/professionally designed garden or one which is 

especially attractive to wildlife. You might also be willing to 

have a stall or activity in your garden or serve refreshments. 

All you need is to be a welcoming owner. 

 

If you think your garden may be of interest to others or would 

like more information about opening it to the public, please 

contact Sue Cornwell  

(sue.cornwell48@outlook.com or  

01954 210063) as soon as possible  

and by 29th February at the latest.  
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February2020 

Comberton Library 

Opening Hours: 

Monday: 10am – 1pm 

Wednesday: 10am – 1pm, 2pm -5pm 

Friday: 2pm – 5pm 

Saturday: 10am – 1pm 

More details can be found on the Library Service website at: 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library 

 

The new „What‟s On in Cambridgeshire Libraries „, covering the 

months January to March, is now available in the library.  The booklet 

contains a wealth of information about what is happening in our librar-

ies, including Comberton, over the next few months. Do pick up a copy 

when you are next visiting the library. 

 

During half-term week, on Friday 21st February, we will be holding a 

Drop-in Dinosaur Craft Event for families.  This will take place be-

tween 2.30 – 4.00 pm, during our normal opening hours.  There will be 

a small charge of £1 per child to help cover our costs. We hope that this 

will be a fun activity for both dinosaur and crafting fans!  There will 

also be a range of dinosaur books available to borrow, so bring your li-

brary card along with you too. 

 

Did you know that we have a number of informative and interesting 

leaflets available on health related matters; the most recently received 

concern maintaining a healthy weight. Please do browse what is avail-

able when you are next in the library and help yourself to any of inter-

est.  We also have a good range of health related books available to bor-

row, and if we don‟t have the one you are looking for on our shelves, 

we can usually reserve a copy from another library.   

 

Our upcoming Rhymetime sessions are on 10th& 24thFebruary and 

9th and 23rd March, from 10.30 – 11.00 am. Although these sessions 

are aimed at very young children we welcome older siblings and pre-

schoolers who enjoy singing too! It is lots of fun for both children and 

adults, so, if you have not been before, do come along and give it a try. 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library
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WELCOME to MONDAY CRAFTERNOONERS!  

 
We are a very SEWCIABLE crafting group for all, any ability, (almost) 

any craft. Come join us at Caldecote Village Hall 12.30 until 3.30.  

We are a group of hobby crafters, who like to get together and chat whilst 

working on our latest projects. Some of which are for ourselves, a charity, 

or for selling on. We occasionally hold charity days to raise funds for lo-

cal charities too! 

Bring a project (if you don‟t currently have one, we can help with that), 

have a cuppa and a biscuit, have a natter, see what we‟re up to! 

 

Don‟t worry if you think you can‟t craft, you are still welcome to join us, 

we will tempt you with something!  

If your speciality is making a cuppa or baking a cake - then you are defi-

nitely welcome ! 

If you would like to sew but don't have a sewing machine - let us know, 

we can provide one on the day. 

Any further details? Feel free to email us on: 

cb23.crafternooners@gmail.com 

£3.00 per session - your first session is free! 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

Tea, Coffee, Biscuits and sometimes (if not most times, cake!) provided. 

PLEASE NOTE: Due to Health & Safety, these sessions are not suitable 

for children. If you have children over the age of 12, please ask first. 

You can find us on Facebook:- @cb23.crafternooners 
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