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HARDWICK PARISH COUNCIL 

I hereby give notice that the Meeting of the Parish Council will be held remotely due to the current pandemic on  

Tuesday 23 June 2020 at 7.00 pm 

 

To join the Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/91774148461 

Meeting ID: 917 7414 8461 

 

Or dial (charges apply) 

 
0330 088 5830 

0131 460 1196 

 

The Public and Press are cordially invited to be present. The order of business may be varied. 

All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and resolving upon the 

business to be transacted at the meeting as set out below. 

 
Mrs Gail Stoehr, Clerk 

16/06/20 

AGENDA 

Open Public Session including reports from the County & District Councillors 

 
 

1 To approve apologies for absence and to note the resignation of Cllr Peter Ashton 

2. Declarations of interest 

2.1  To receive declarations of interests from Cllrs on items on the agenda and details of dispensations held 

2.2 To receive written requests for dispensation and grant any as appropriate for items on this agenda 

3. To approve the minutes of the last meeting  

4. Matters arising or deferred from the last or previous meetings for discussion/decision 
4.1 (4.3) CCC Local Highways Improvement scheme 2021/2022 – To note that an application for a 

permanent physical buffer with the objective of producing a reduction of speed on St Neots Road 

at the east village entrance and the approach to Cambridge Road has been submitted by a group of 

local residents 

4.2 (5.2) RoSPA play inspection report – to consider quotations received 

4.3 (9) 27 St Neots Road – update and to consider the next steps  

4.4 (9) Anti-social behaviour in Hardwick – to consider lack of action by the Police 

4.5 (5.2 of April meeting) – Millers Way – to consider correspondence between Persimmon and a resident 

and proposal that the Parish Council agrees that Persimmon should carry out the work, transfer the title 

and put in any lighting after the Parish Council has considered what is available. Also that scrub 

clearance is considered. 
(AG) 

4.6 (4.3 of February meeting) Hardwick Church request for drainage pipe under Parish Council land – to 

consider draft Deed of Easement 

4.7 To consider the offer of transfer of Grace Crescent Public Open Space 

5. Finance, risk assessment and procedural matters  
5.1 To consider any quotes for urgent work required because of risk and the Clerk’s use of delegated powers 

5.2 To receive play areas and skate park inspection reports and consider if any work is required 

5.3 To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills 

5.4 To consider the tree survey and any quotations for tree works including removal or replanting 

5.5 To carry out a review of the effectiveness of the system of internal control that has been in place during 

the year under review (between 1
st
 April 2016 and 31 March 2017) and consider the Internal Auditor’s 

report 

5.6 To prepare the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 of the Annual Return) 

5.7 To approve the Annual Governance Statement by resolution 



  
* NB Some planning and tree works applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but may still be considered by the Parish 
Council due to the time constraints of making a recommendation to the District Council. For more information see the current planning 

application consultations on http://plan.scambs.gov.uk/  
Hardwick Parish Council meets on the fourth Tuesday in each month except December when the meeting is on the third Tuesday. 
Meetings are held in the School but occasionally, when the School is closed they are held in the Pavilion. Please check the notice 

board for the venue which is shown on the agenda for each meeting. 
Mrs Gail Stoehr, Clerk to Hardwick Parish Council, 30 West Drive, Highfields Caldecote, Cambridge, CB23 7NY 

Tel: 01954 210241 Email: hardwickpc@lgs-services.co.uk 

5.8 To consider the Accounting Statements (Section 2 of the Annual Return) 

5.9 To approve the Accounting Statements by resolution 

5.10 To ensure that the Accounting Statements are signed and dated by the person presiding at the meeting 

6. To consider any correspondence/communications received requiring a decision of the Council 

6.1 Resident – request that the tennis courts/all weather facility is refurbished  

6.2 SCDC - proposal to set up Mobile Warden Scheme in the parish 

6.3 Resident request to remove 2 trees in Sudeley Grove woodland 

7. To consider any planning applications and decision notices and tree works applications * 
7.1 Planning applications and appeals 

7.1.1 20/02568/FUL – Former Gestamp factory, Bourn Airfield - Hybrid planning application consisting of 

full planning permission for Phase 1 and outline planning permission with all matters reserved 

except access for Phase 2 of the redevelopment of the former Gestamp Factory site at Bourn 

Airfield for up to 26,757sqm/288,000sqft of commercial floorspace purposes (use class B1c light 

industry, B1b research and development and B8 warehouse and distribution with supplementary 

use classes A3 restaurant and cafe, D1 day nursery/creche, D2 gym), associated car parking and 

service yards, external earthworks, attenuation basins and landscaping. This application is subject 

to an Environmental Impact Assessment. 
7.1.2 20/02219/OUT – Land adj to 283 St Neots Road – Outline planning permission for the erection of 1 No. 

one and a half storey dwelling and associated works with all matters reserved 

7.1.3 20/01790/FUL – Land North of 1 Kings Road – Erection of new office with associated landscaping and 

parking following demolition of existing barns – to note response made between meetings 

7.1.4 S/3318/19/DC – Land at the Rectory, 50 Main Street – Discharge of conditions 3 (Scheme of biodiversity 

enhancement), 4 (Arboricultural method statement and tree protection strategy), 5 (Materials), 6 (Foul 

water drainage) and 7 (Surface water drainage) 

7.1.5 S/1719/18/COND15 and COND 16 – Plot of land behind St Mary’s Church off Main Street and adjacent 

to the Rectory and the Old School House – Condition 15 (External lighting) and Condition 16 (Extraction 

of odour) – to note for information only 

7.1.6 S/3735/19/FL Land At 181 St Neots Road, Erection of two dwellings and the retention of the 

existing dwelling together with ancillary works to the site including hard/soft landscaping and the 

creation of parking spaces and the change of use of part of site from commercial to residential 

(Re-submission of S/2058/19/FL) - planning appeal 
7.2 SCDC and appeal decision notices - to note 

7.3 Tree works applications 

7.3.1 20/1369/TTPO – 169 St Neots Road 

8. Members reports and items for information only unless otherwise stated 
8.1 New Housing Developments and Planning Obligations

(SR)
 

8.2 Village Plan report and to consider any actions 

8.3 Speed Watch – Request to use the Lamp Post No. L8PJS outside No. 33 Cambridge Road  (see pics 

attached) to erect the MVAS.  This position has been recommended by Mike Brooks Speed Watch at 

Cambs. Police as a good spot to view North bound traffic heading to the school and the shop
(PJ)

 

8.4 Proposal that CCC is asked what is the official speed limit along St Neots Road
(PJ)

 

8.5 Proposal that the Parish Council considers the implications of the Hills Street lighting and CCC pavement 

widening projects and that correspondence be sent to Hill
(PJ)

 

9. Closure of meeting and items for the next agenda 



CLERK REPORT TO HARDWICK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 23 JUNE 2020 

 

Open Public Session including reports from the County & District Councillors  

1. Apologies for absence and to note the resignation of Cllr Peter Ashton – to be reported at the meeting.  

2. Declarations of interests – members should declare their interests state why they have an interest, the 

type of interest held and if they have a dispensation state this and the extent of their dispensation i.e. 

to either speak or speak and vote. If members have a pecuniary interest, having declared an interest 

they must not take part in the agenda item unless they have been granted a dispensation to do so.  

3. To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 26 May 2020 (attached)  

4. Matters arising or defferred from the last or a previous meeting for discussion/decision 

4.1 (4.3) CCC Local Highways Improvement Scheme 2021/2022 – To note that an application for a 

permanent physical buffer with the objective of producing a reduction of speed on St Neots Road at 

the east village entrance and the approach to Cambridge Road has been submitted by a group of local 

residents  

 Cllr Joslin has written: 

 “I now quote and provide a caption from CCC web site reference LHI ‘Preparing an Application’ 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-

pathways/improving-the-local-highway/local-highway-improvement-funding 

  

From the web site 

“This initiative invites any groups or organisations that represent the local community to submit a 

proposal for funding from the Local Highways Improvement (LHI) initiative. This fund offers 

residents the chance to bring forward their own highway improvements within their community”. 

  

“Once your initial application has been submitted, it will be assessed by your local highways project 

team. They will consider the options available that best meet the objectives of your application, 

including any solutions you have suggested. A road safety and policy review will also be included and 

an estimate of the cost (including any ongoing maintenance impacts) and delivery timescale will also 

be established. 

Once these checks have been completed, the highways team will contact you to discuss the outcome 

and work with you to refine your application throughout May to September. You will then need to 

decide whether to submit this final updated application for assessment by the LHI Member Advisory 

Panel for your area, which are held in October each year.” 

  

At the very end of the process, after interviews and scoring the applicant may be offered a place on 

the LHI  

  

“If your application receives funding you will be asked to confirm in writing that you agree to provide 

your contribution and approve commencement of the scheme. 

If we do not receive the above, or if circumstances have changed, we will reallocate funding to the 

next prioritised application. Funding cannot be carried forward into future years. 

You will be invoiced for your contribution to the scheme on completion of the works.” 

  

There is no statement that an LHI has to come from a Parish Council - check out the submissions for 

last year. If they only expect village schemes from a Parish Council this does not make that clear. But 

you do have to make sure the information you supply is correct. My references for support come 

from  

1.    The Village Plan results 89% in favour of speed reduction and this is the fastest road 

2.    The Speed Measurements over the last 4 years 

 

I will be writing to Lina confirming that the 21/22 LHI has been submitted by A local Group of 

Hardwick Residents who are very concerned about the speeds of vehicles on this stretch of road.  We 

need the help of Highways to prevent a serious accident. I have personal experience of a fatality that 

happened here on St Neots Road which was caused by a speeding vehicle.”  



 

4.2 (5.2) RoSPA play inspection report – to consider quotations received 

Cllr Wellbelove has been sent the quotations so he may make a recommendation. 

Kompan has been asked to return and correct the height of the swing seat. 

Kompan has now sent a copy of the maintenance manual and indicated the level of checks required is 

weekly. Kompan has also offered their quarterly maintenance inspection service which includes 

tightening loose parts free of charge. More information is awaited.  

 

The 3 benches for Egremont Road play area will be installed shortly as will the bin. The bin and 

benches will be paid for by the Play Parks Project but will be transferred to the Council following 

installation for ownership and future maintenance. 

4.3 (9) 27 St Neots Road – update and to consider the next steps 

Proposed at the last meeting. 

 

4.4  (9) Anti-social behaviour in Hardwick – to consider lack of action by the Police 

Proposed at the last meeting. 

4.5 (5.2 of April meeting) – Millers Way – to consider correspondence between Persimmon and a 

resident and proposal that the Parish Council agrees that Persimmon should carry out the work, 

transfer the title and put in any lighting after the Parish Council has considered what is available 
(AG) 

 The Chairman to report. 

 Persimmon have written to a resident as follows: 

 “I have managed to discuss the scheme with our contractor.  

Our proposal to bring this site up to a standard which we hope the PC will accept the land transfer  

• Regulate existing drive (approx. 230m2) 

• Supple and lay Type stone base (if additional subbase material is required) and compact with a 

double drum roller 

• Supple and lay 70mm 14mm base course (final surfacing) – road width 3.7m and footpath 2m 

• Install 20m of concrete edging to define boundary to parking areas (this was requested by the PC 

to define title boundary) 

• Install 150m of timber edging along the road & footpath to define edge of hardstanding from the 

verges 

Persimmon is not looking to install any lighting or change the bollards within our proposal and will 

leave this to the Parish Council install post transfer should you accept our proposals. 

Please note if we cannot agree to the above proposals, Persimmon will look to only to make the area 

safe to mitigate H&S concerns (i.e. fill potholes only). 

If you can let me know if this is something you will accept and we can progress the works and legals 

with regards to the transfer of land to the PC.” 

and: 

“We don’t have a cross section to hand. We could place the order asap once the agreement is made 

with regards to the land transfer. If it’s easier for programming with your lighting contractor, 

Persimmon could provide the costs and pay a commuted sum to the PC to undertake the works along 

with your lighting improvement works to the lane.” 

The resident has replied: 

“Just to be clear on your proposal for Lighting costs. We would be looking to place two standard 

lighting columns of this stretch and we would assume it’s easier if the cabling is put in before the 

build and surfacing work.  

When you say you could provide the costs, can you explain that please.” 

Persimmon’s response: 

“When I refer to costs, I mean Persimmon will transfer the surfacing works costs which our 

contractor is quoting us for the works and you can arrange any uplift work with them to meet your 

needs.” 



The resident has written to the Parish Council as follows: 

“See this from Persimmon Homes. So they have come back with their proposal. I looked at the 

measurements of 230 sq mtrs and as the traffic-end of Millers Way is 3.5m, their proposal covers the 

whole stretch of Millers Way but see my 2 below. 

 

This gets the PC out of a considerable problem hanging about for the past 40 years! So hopefully you 

can now agree terms.  

 

As you can see 

1. They don’t want to provide Lighting - so you need to have Lighting contractors for that on hand at 

the same time? 

2. At the footpath end they are providing 2m not the full 3.5. I can kind of understand that as there 

are trees to remove in the margins. This means the PC have to control vegetation either side of the 

footpath – 75cms each side. Also if you want to change existing bollards it’s down to the PC and 

if so would need to be coordinated with the contractor. 

They want a confirmation that you accept what is being offered then they will put legals together.  

 

I have asked for a schematic that covers the offer as I guess you really want to see the end result – eg 

the contractor refers to wooden edges but am guessing the PC would want to verify the precise 

location and suitability of these as this will be the definition between the new road and the houses 

either side.” 

 

 And: 

“He (Persimmon) is offering to give you some money so you can get the Lighting in and then pay his 

contractors to do the resurfacing after your Lighting Contractor has done the work.   

Another way might be to get the lighting in now so that his contractor can just surface the whole lot? 

 Then you don’t have to worry about resurfacing costs? Just a bit of making good around lighting 

columns?? Ask your lighting contractor which works best? Would that be anyone we might know in 

County?” 

 The Chairman has written to the resident as follows: 

 “Thank you for bringing me up to date with the reply from Persimmon Homes. 

Could I ask if you could confirm my reading of the situation as: 

Edge (Concrete and Timber) the existing drive and path. 

Lay base and top surface, finishing with 14mm. 

Transfer title to HPC paying all the legal fees. 

This would not include any contribution to lighting or change of bollards. 

If we could carry out any lighting work beforehand, then they would transfer the monies to HPC to 

pay the contractor when the work had been carried out. 

  

The contractor for street lights is SCDC/CCC, and we would have to have the lights added to our 

electricity supplier, so I think the timescale might be long doing it this way. 

I know it would mean digging up the edge to install lights (if the council OK’s the cost of 2 lights), 

but I think we  may need to have the title to the land before we carry out any work (I will check with 

Gail the legal obligation). 

I would hate to think we had to wait for ages to get the surfacing done, while councils went through 

long processes before giving the OK for any lights.” 

 The resident has responded: 

“I think you can assume this will go ahead and I am sure local government delay is going to be 

frustrating. I would suggest HPC first decides whether its one or two lights and where you want them. 

We have SCDC light on St Neots Road but I would suggest taking power from the nearest CCC/BB 

light in Worcester Ave. comes down edge of Footpath then. Much easier to deal with.  Contacts 

should be on record.  

Yes your assumptions are right but note what I said about the 75cm each side of the footpath section. 

HPC have to keep this clear.  



The last Persimmon email makes an offer that they give you the money they would have paid their 

contractors so PC can sort lights even bollards at leisure. At risk of being disparaging would this just 

kick the can of completion down the road? 

Persimmon don’t want this liability so pretty certain they will be accommodating.  

Have already given them date of your next meeting but I suggest HPC now acknowledges Persimmon 

conditional offer so they can get legal moving. Just like LHI, until you have to sign acceptance, there 

is no Financial commitment?  

And start the ball on the lighting.”  

Cllr Gill also proposes the Parish Council discusses scrub clearance. 

4.6 (4.3 of February meeting) Hardwick Church request for drainage pipe under Parish Council land – to 

consider draft Deed of Easement 

4.7 Transfer of Grace Crescent Public Open Space 

 The Council’s contractor has responded: 

“I have inspected this site and barely 50% of the site is completed so it is difficult to provide a price 

without seeing the finished site.  

Going on what I am able to see of the site at present you would be looking at approximately £75 per 

cut and I would suggest a minimum of 18 cuts per season possibly more if you wish to stay in line 

with the rest of the village. 

I don’t think the play area has been built and can’t see hedging on site yet.  

The best course of action would be to have a site meeting when the site is complete and before 

handover so we can assess it together fully and then snag any issues before it is handed over, I can 

then give you a definitive price.” 

Is the Council agreeable to the transfer and the sum as previously offered? 

 

5. Finance and risk assessment and procedural matters 

5.1 To consider any quotes for urgent work required because of risk and Clerk’s use of delegated powers 

The theft of the lock at Egremont Road play area and vandalism to the Pre-school sign has been 

reported to the Police and a crime reference number received. 

5.2 To receive play areas and skate park inspection reports and to consider if any work is required 

5.3  To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills  

 

5.4 To consider the tree survey and any quotations for tree works including removal or replanting 

The tree survey is attached. Quotations to undertake the works will be considered at the meeting. Cllr 

Gill to make a recommendation. 

 

See also item 6.3. 

 

5.5 To carry out a review of the effectiveness of the system of internal control that has been in place 

during the year under review (between 1
st
 April 2016 and 31 March 2017) and consider the Internal 

Auditor’s report 

The accounts are with the Internal Auditor but his report is expected in time for the meeting and will 

be circulated when received. 

The AGAR is attached for items 5.6-5.10.. The accounts will be open for public inspection in 

accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 

 

5.6 To prepare the Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 of the Annual Return) 

5.7 To approve the Annual Governance Statement by resolution 

 

5.8 To consider the Accounting Statements (Section 2 of the Annual Return) 

5.9 To approve the Accounting Statements by resolution 

 

5.10 To ensure that the Accounting Statements are signed and dated by the person presiding at the meeting 

6. To consider any correspondence/communications received 

6.1 Resident – request that the tennis courts be brought back into use 



 A resident has written: 

“Whilst walking in Coton the other day I noticed that some people were playing tennis on the tennis 

courts. This is a facility we have in Hardwick but I have not seen the nets up for a very long time. 

Does anyone know where the nets are? 

  I noticed from Facebook  that the cricket nets are now available to use. 

If the nets can be found, can the tennis courts be used again?” 

Followed by: 

“The tennis nets are not in the cricket storage unit and he thinks that the nets were thrown away a long 

time ago.  

Do you think this is something that could be restored in the village and provide another facility for all 

ages? It could be booked in the same way as the cricket nets are booked which Chris tells me is an 

easy system to operate.” 

 

HSSC have provided some background and commented: 

 “There were regular issues with regard to the people who wanted to play 5 a side football on an ad 

hoc basis and the few people who wanted to play tennis. Clearly the nets had to be taken down and 

put up again before, or after every football/tennis session. This is not the quick and easy job it first 

appears as the wire has to be sufficiently taught to hold the net as level as possible. Nobody was 

prepared to take ownership of who could access the area, and when, resulting in some disagreements. 

Where the use of the hard-court area differs from the cricket nets is the fact that it can be used for 

more than one sport. 

The final straw was the fact that a few local youngsters discovered a new game whereby they 

explored how many people could sit on the net before it collapsed under their weight! The cost of 

repairs to the net, wiring and posts were quite considerable and I could understand if the PC had some 

reservations about venturing back down this route? 

Perhaps a scoping exercise to assess the level of interest in the village first might inform the decision 

making, ideally an enthusiastic player/or players might come forward to supervise the area?” 

 

6.2 SCDC – Proposal to set up Mobile Warden Scheme in the parish 

“I wanted to let you know, in case you had missed the e-newsletter that we are now actively seeking 

to set up a Mobile Warden Scheme in your parish.  This is because your parish has been identified as 

either having a higher than average number of people aged 70+ per head of population, higher 

numbers of vulnerable adults, or due to its geographical location.     With funding secured for the next 

2 years we plan to work with parishes, local community groups and/or external providers to set up a 

scheme. 

The total value of the project exceeds the procurement threshold of £181,000 for EU procurement and 

therefore the full weight of EU regulations has to apply.   This involves advertising in the official 

journal of the European Union, competitively tendering and awarding to the highest scoring bidder.   

However, we have organised the Tender to enable parishes or community groups to bid for their own 

scheme, rather than have one delivered by an outside provider.  So  interested parties can bid for 1 Lot 

or all Lots. 

  

If you want to apply to run a scheme in your parish then you need to access the LGSS portal and 

submit your application.  However, if you’re happy for an external provider to step in and run the 

service on behalf of your residents then you don’t need to do anything.  Once contracts have been 

awarded we will of course let you know.    The external provider will need to work with you to 

identify your older, vulnerable population and will  require assistance in helping to promote the 

service locally. 

The main aim of the schemes is to address isolation and loneliness and support health, wellbeing and 

independent living.    The schemes employ a range of approaches in order to support their clients 

including home visits and telephone calls.    This creates a vital service for people to:  

a) Know someone cares;  

b) Keep in touch with the outside world;  

c) Receive medication, newspapers and food;  



d) Remain living independently for as long as possible where they may otherwise be 

transferred into care or hospital;  

e) Expedite hospital discharge    

  

The schemes are available on a long or short-term basis e.g. following illness or hospital discharge to 

help get people back on their feet, particularly in the absence of local family. 

  

The wardens also link with other services and provide a signposting role to the client, opening doors 

and opportunities to access other clubs and services which help to support them to live independently, 

including helping clients apply for additional finance if eligible (such as pension credit and disability 

living allowance or housing benefits);  some schemes also have good relationships with the GP 

practice and can liaise with practice staff if a client is poorly; responding to letters to ensure bills are 

paid or appointments are not missed.  The main aim of the mobile warden service, however, is to 

check-in with vulnerable people to make sure they’re well, to provide meaningful connection and 

show they care. 

  

Finally as a reminder the following parishes have been divided into these Lots: 

a. Lot 1: Sawston (includes surrounding Granta Practice Villages Whittlesford, Pampisford, 

Duxford, Hinxton and Ickleton) 

b. Lot 2: Papworth 

c. Lot 3: Gamlingay 

d. Lot 4: Willingham 

e. Lot 5: Over 

f. Lot 6: Fulbourn 

g. Lot 7: 6 villages along the A428 / A1198 corridor (Hardwick, Caldecote, Comberton, 

Wimpole, Bourn, Toft) 

Should you have any further queries, please don’t hesitate to contact me.” 

  Lesley McFarlane | Development Officer, Health Specialist  

 

6.3 Resident request to cut back some trees in the  Sudeley Grove woodland 

A resident has written: 

“I am currently doing some fencing work for my neighbours at [redacted] Cambridge Road Hardwick 

their garden like mine backs onto Sudeley Grove. There has grown up a multi stemmed Ash tree very 

close to the fence which needs removing as its root system has undermined the fence and their 

workshop. 

I said I would contact the Parish Council and I am happy to remove the tree and treat stump at no cost 

to the parish is this alright? I attach pictures of tree.” 

Photographs attached. 

 

7.1 Planning applications and appeals 

NB Some planning applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but may still be 

considered by the Parish Council due to the time constraints of making a recommendation to the 

District Council. For more information see the current planning application consultations and appeals 

on http://plan.scambs.gov.uk/swiftlg/apas/run/wchvarylogin.display 

7.1.1 20/02568/FUL – Former Gestamp factory, Bourn Airfield - Hybrid planning application consisting of 

full planning permission for Phase 1 and outline planning permission with all matters reserved except 

access for Phase 2 of the redevelopment of the former Gestamp Factory site at Bourn Airfield for up 

to 26,757sqm/288,000sqft of commercial floorspace purposes (use class B1c light industry, B1b 

research and development and B8 warehouse and distribution with supplementary use classes A3 

restaurant and cafe, D1 day nursery/creche, D2 gym), associated car parking and service yards, 

external earthworks, attenuation basins and landscaping. This application is subject to an 

Environmental Impact Assessment. 

7.1.2 20/02219/OUT – Land adj to 283 St Neots Road – Outline planning permission for the erection of 1 

No. one and a half storey dwelling and associated works with all matters reserved 



7.1.3 20/01790/FUL – Land North of 1 Kings Road – Erection of new office with associated landscaping 

and parking following demolition of existing barns – to note response made between meetings 

 The Parish Council objected to the application with the following comments: 

 “Whilst the Parish Council is keen to support local business and welcomes support for employment 

for local people, it has reservations about this application as it stands and the implications for the 

Conservation Area and the Green Belt. The proposed development is in both Hardwick's Conservation 

Area and the Green Belt. It will have a detrimental impact on the Conservation Area as the plans are 

out of keeping with the surroundings and character of the area, representing a change of use from 

agricultural to industrial/commercial use, and given the height of the proposed elevations.” 

7.1.4 S/3318/19/DC – Land at the Rectory, 50 Main Street – Discharge of conditions 3 (Scheme of 

biodiversity enhancement), 4 (Arboricultural method statement and tree protection strategy), 5 

(Materials), 6 (Foul water drainage) and 7 (Surface water drainage) 

7.1.5 S/1719/18/COND15 and COND 16 – Plot of land behind St Mary’s Church off Main Street and 

adjacent to the Rectory and the Old School House – Condition 15 (External lighting) and Condition 

16 (Extraction of odour) – to note for information only 

7.1.6 S/3735/19/FL Land At 181 St Neots Road, Erection of two dwellings and the retention of the existing 

dwelling together with ancillary works to the site including hard/soft landscaping and the creation of 

parking spaces and the change of use of part of site from commercial to residential (Re-submission of 

S/2058/19/FL) - planning appeal 

The Parish Council made no recommendation when the application was considered. 

 

7.2 SCDC and appeal decision notices - to note 

7.2.1 S/1745/17/FL – Land to rear of 25 St Neots Road – Change of use for the existing buildings to B8. 

Fitting of timber doors – Withdrawn 

7.2.2 20/01726/HFUL – 2A Laxton Avenue – Single storey side extension with lean-to roof – Permission 

granted. 

7.3 Tree works applications 

Tree works applications may now be viewed on the SCDC Planning Portal. NB Some tree works 

applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but may still be considered by the Parish 

Council due to the time constraints of making a recommendation to the District Council. For more 

information see the current tree works application consultations on 

http://plan.scambs.gov.uk/swiftlg/apas/run/wchvarylogin.display 

7.3.1 20/1369/TTPO – 169 St Neots Road 

8. Members’ reports and items for information only unless otherwise stated 

8.1 New Housing Developments and Planning Obligations including St Neots Road development update 

8.2 Village Plan report and to consider any actions 

8.3 Speed Watch – Request to use the Lamp Post No. L8PJS outside No. 33 Cambridge Road  (see pics 

attached) to erect the MVAS.  This position has been recommended by Mike Brooks Speed Watch at 

Cambs. Police as a good spot to view North bound traffic heading to the school and the shop
(PJ)

 

Attached. 

 

8.4 Proposal that CCC is asked what is the official speed limit along St Neots Road
(PJ) 

Cllr Joslin writes “I expect that you have noticed that Highways have now kindly erected the three 

Speed Watch Signs as you are entering the village,  HPC can now expect a CCC invoice 3 x £88.00,  

Concerning the East Entrance to St. Neots Road, there seems to be a multitude of signs at this point 

where the 40mph is obscured could this be rectified. 

As you know we have been experiencing vehicles travelling on St Neots Rd at very high speeds, 

 could we ask Highways, what is the official speed limit from Madingley Mulch to our entrance, is it 

60mph.   I question if the speed limit from Madingley Mulch to Madingley Hill (into town) is 50mph 

how is 60mph reducing to 40mph on St Neots Rd acceptable or plausible.” 

 

In addition CCC have written to the Speedwatch Co-ordinator as follows: 



“I’m advised that our contractors have (finally) installed the blue community speed watch signs 

around the parish.  Since the parish is paying for this work, can you check that they have been 

installed to your satisfaction before I sign it off and the parish receive an invoice.” 

 The Speedwatch Co-ordinator has replied: 

 “The signs at Village entrance Main Street and St Neots Road/A428 roundabout are fine. The sign at 

St Neots Road East gets a bit lost in the cluster of signs at that entrance to the village. As it’s the 

smallest sign in a group, if it’s possible to have it on the cycle sign it would be more obvious? Leave 

it with you? Maybe someone could put the cycle sign upright too.”    

 CCC’s response: 

“I believe that the speedwatch guidance states that these signs should be located at the start of a 40 or 

30mph zone which is why it was fitted to the 40mph sign.  Strictly speaking the cycle sign is in the 

60mph limit so the blue sign shouldn’t be on this but its only attached by a couple (or four) bolts so if 

you want to take a spanner to it and move the sign onto the post in front then I don’t think anyone 

would be too put out by this! 

With regards the leaning cycle sign then I’m afraid I’m going to have to leave this for the moment 

and will only fix this if its gets a lot worse or falls over as I don’t have funds to be able to straighten 

every leaning sign on the highway. 

If as you say, the parish has had a LHI scheme accepted ‘for sorting out that village entrance to 

manage the traffic speed’ then that might include amending or improving the signage situation at this 

location or it could ask that this pole be straightened as part of these works if that is something it 

wanted to pay for? I have copied the parish clerk into this email as she will likely be in touch with the 

Local Project Officer who has been assigned to deliver this scheme and he/she would be the best 

person to raise this request with.” 

 The Speedwatch Co-ordinator has commented: 

 “As he implies, the cycle sign is in the wrong place. First thing drivers should see is the Mandatory 

Speed sign but it’s obstructed by a cycle sign in the 60 limit.” 

 He has taken this up with Cambridgeshire Speedwatch: 

 “The CSW signs are up but not sure this one will have much recognition. 

 Welcome to Hardwick! 

Bit of a mess. I guess if the Village doesn’t look as though it cares then the drivers won’t either.” 

 

 The Cambridgeshire Community Speedwatch Officer’s response: 

“You’re spot on with your comment that it is all designed to give an impression of caring – that’s why 

they go on the community name – almost a ‘welcome to…..’ we care approach.  

It’s why a lot of communities have the gates at the entrance, like Wimpole do, as an example. Do they 

do anything on their own? Nope not really, but they work together with other measures to give that 

impression which you rightly comment on.  

It looks a bit of a mess doesn’t it? The sign with the roundel on it facing the other way, I assume 

states traffic leaving the village is going into a national speed limit, but this has been hit, and obstructs 

the view of the signs. Not very good at all, and this is where the issue is. I would suggest this is 

blocking the speed sign etc for drivers entering the community, and whilst it isn’t an excuse for them, 

it is a case of too much information in one go. Perhaps the parish council should ask the Highways 

Officers view and this could/should be removed. 

Moving the Speedwatch sign is an option, and if you fancy it go for it, but it won’t affect the 

information overload that currently exists.” 

 

8.5 Proposal that the Parish Council considers the implications of the Hills Street lighting and CCC 

pavement widening projects and that correspondence be sent to Hill
(PJ)

 

Cllr Joslin writes “The new lamp posts have recently been installed near to Blue Lion Pub by Hills, 

these improvements were to coincide with the CCC N/S path widening/improvements.  Highways 

have now been forced to put on hold their part of contract whilst waiting for Hills to complete.   Any 

delay to this CCC  contract is not acceptable as it could mean that they change their priorities.  To 

prevent Hardwick losing the funding it is now imperative that this work realignment of the path by 

Hills proceeds as a matter of urgency.   Could we communicate with Hills to obtain a fixed 

completion date.   



 

9. Closure of Meeting and items for the next agenda 

Notice of an extra-ordinary meeting on 30
th

 June has been given by the Chairman. 

Notification has been received on 16
th

 June  

The GCP has today withdrawn the report on the Cambourne to Cambridge Better Public Transport 

Scheme from the agenda for the Executive Board meeting for 25
th

 June. 

The Board is committed to developing a public transport route connecting residents in the west to 

their daily destinations in and around Cambridge. However, the detailed route proposals have faced 

opposition. 

The Combined Authority previously agreed the route in 2018 and signed it off again as part of its 

Local Transport Plan in January. However, the Board now understands that the Strategic Transport 

Authority has indicated it has an alternative route alignment, and the Board feels it must allow a short 

amount of time for that to be assessed before considering its current plans. GCP remains committed to 

work in partnership with the CPCA on infrastructure solutions for the area. 

The Board acknowledges this is disappointing to all those residents and businesses who desperately 

need reliable and effective transport links between Cambourne and Cambridge, and regrets that the 

2024 delivery timeline is now unlikely to be achieved. However, taking a decision to move to the next 

stage without considering the Transport Authority’s alternative proposal risks future challenge and 

wasting public money. 

A report will be brought back to the Board in due course.  



HARDWICK PARISH COUNCIL MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Jun-20

Summary of previous month

Balance brought forward £364,661.49

Adjustments and amendments 

Expenditure approved at last meeting/between meetings

Misc credits

LLOYDS INTEREST 0.02

SCDC PRECEPT 15091.50

Total Adjustments 15091.52

Balance revised after adjustments £379,753.01

Bank Reconciliation to last statement

Account Funds  Statement Outstanding

Unity Trust Current Acc 255,571.48 255575.88 -4.40

Lloyds Current Account 0.00 0.00

Lloyds Business Account 546.44 546.44

Cambridge Counties Bank 95,635.09 95,635.09

NS&I Bonds 28,000.00 28,000.00

Total 379,753.01 379,757.41 -4.40

Expenditure for approval £

SALARIES 545.62

CCC STREETLIGHT ELECTRICITY 138.53

SSE STREETLIGHT ELECTRICITY 82.75

RH LANDSCAPES GRASSCUTTING 906.00

LGS SERVICES ADMIN SUPPORT - MAY 1379.84

 

Total expenditure 3052.74

Balance c/f £376,700.27

Notes:
Late invoices will be brought to the meeting



*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe how the  
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2019/20

We acknowledge as the members of:

ENTER NAME OF AUTHORITY
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our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for 
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with 
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2020, that:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial 
management during the year, and for the preparation of 
the accounting statements.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control 
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud 
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for  
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the 
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this 
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those 
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or 
external insurance cover where required.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and  
effective system of internal audit of the accounting  
records and control systems.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised  
in reports from internal and external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or  
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either 
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on 
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them 
in the accounting statements.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including  
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing  
trustee we discharged our accountability  
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including  
financial reporting and, if required, independent  
examination or audit.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
	 that there are no matters of actual or potential
	 non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
	 Practices that could have a significant financial effect
	 on the ability of this authority to conduct its
	 business or manage its finances.

prepared its accounting statements in accordance   
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

‘Yes’ means that this authority:Yes No*
Agreed

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility  
for safeguarding the public money and resources in  
its charge.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has 
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to 
inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.

considered and documented the financial and other risks it 
faces and dealt with them properly.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial 
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether 
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and 
external audit.

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity 
during the year including events taking place after the year 
end if relevant.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body 
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local 
trust or trusts.

Yes No N/A

AUTHORITY WEBSITE ADDRESS
Authority web address
Other information required by the Transparency Codes (not part of Annual Governance Statement)

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where  
approval was given:

Chairman

Clerk
SIGNATURE REQUIRED

SIGNATURE REQUIRED

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a  
meeting of the authority on:

and recorded as minute reference:

MINUTE REFERENCE

DD/MM/YY



I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2020 the Accounting 
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments 
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in 
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities – a 
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly  
the financial position of this authority.

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting 
Statements were approved

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being  
presented to the authority for approval

as recorded in minute reference:

MINUTE REFERENCE

DD/MM/YY

DD/MM/YY

SIGNATURE REQUIRED

SIGNATURE REQUIRED

Date

8. Total value of cash and 
short term investments

9. Total fixed assets plus 
long term investments  
and assets

10. Total borrowings

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash 
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March – 
To agree with bank reconciliation.
The value of all the property the authority owns – it is made 
up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at  
31 March.
The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans 
from third parties (including PWLB).

11. (For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note 
re Trust funds (including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee for 
and is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.
N.B. The figures in the accounting statements above do 
not include any Trust transactions.

Yes No

1. Balances brought  
forward

2. (+) Precept or Rates and 
Levies

4. (-) Staff costs

5. (-) Loan interest/capital 
repayments

6.  (-) All other payments

7. (=) Balances carried 
forward

3. (+) Total other receipts

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year  
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to 
Box 7 of previous year.

Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any 
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures must 
agree to underlying financial records.

Notes and guidanceYear ending
31 March 

2019 
£

31 March 
2020 

£

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies) 
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants 
received.
Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less 
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any 
grants received.

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf  
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,  
employers NI contributions, employers pension  
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.
Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital 
repayments (line 5).
Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must 
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2019/20 for

ENTER NAME OF AUTHORITY
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Subject 2019/20 LHI Result: Display kit for MVAS 

Reason To inform the PC of progress and ensure the PC is aware 

of what has been done to minimise costs 

 To request Application and fees for using County 

Lighting Columns 

From Pauline Joslin 

Dated 9
th

 January 2020 

 

Summary 

The MVAS Display equipment is finally delivered and awaits mounting. This 

document shows the 6 locations numbered 1 to 6 for MVAS Display 

Mounting that have County Highways Agreement.  

Locations are supposed to be used for around 4 weeks maximum before 

being moved on.  

Displays will have  

• A minimum initial week of no display while readings are collected – 

idea is to test effectiveness of display 

• Display up to x mph and thereafter SLOW DOWN. The x is 

programmable and suggestion is 40 in the 30 zones and 50 in the 40 

zones 

For Exact locations and images, see Appendix 1 

Location  

1 Mounting post provided FoC by Highways. Cannot use SCDC 

light column 

2 Mounting post provided FoC by Highways. Cannot use SCDC 

light column 

3 Mounting post provided FoC by Highways. Cannot use SCDC 

light column 

4 Await Lighting contract completion by Hill – Condition 30/31 

then decision on light column mounting or new post 

5 Await decision on Highways whether to provide a post -

otherwise need to apply to County for permission  

6 No room for further post - need to apply to County for 

permission  

 



Background 

When HPC put forward the submission for the 2019/20 LHI, the application 

was for equipment and services to enable MVAS operation in the village – a 

battery powered Moveable Vehicle Activated Sign. The rules of engagement 

and use of the display are that it has to be  

• moved around the village to a selection of locations 

• results provided to Highways in a timely manner 

• battery to be maintained by the village, not Highways 

• mounted above specified heights 

The display has been supplied with 3 mounts plus we have 2 additional mounts 

FoC from the Speed Watch Equipment which can be deployed if required in the 

interests of saving time and effort. 

Deployment is subject to a Memorandum of Understanding – already signed 

by HPC – Councillors Gill/Joslin 9/4/2019. 

 

The Traffic Measurements that Highways wish to receive for each MVAS 

operation are  

• Vehicle counts 

• Average speeds 

• 85
th

 Percentile Speeds 

The display automatically measures this, collects it in a file which can be 

accessed remotely (by blue tooth, close distance, password protected).  

The Speed Watch team are familiar with the equipment and can program it 

and collect the data for email to Highways and HPC.   

SCDC (Helen Taylor) denied use of their Lighting columns for MVAS – “too old 

and would not stand the wind load”. Therefore agreed with County Highways 

(Josh Rutherford) that they would allow their lighting columns to be used and 

where not possible they would establish single posts for MVAS mounting at no 

cost to HPC 

The result will provide 6 locations where the display can be mounted, 3 maybe 

4 of which the display can be “swivelled” to face two different directions when 

required. 



Revised locations and solutions shown below, agreed with Josh Rutherford, 

Highways Project Manager and Don O’Shea, Highways engineer 

 

 

County Formal Agreement 

We do not require any further agreement from County for locating displays 

on the posts but if we use County Lighting Columns, there are two locations 

which require the County Agreement - according to the normal process of 

fixing signs on lamp posts. The fee payable is around £70. Assume the Clerk is 

familiar with this process. The link is provided below. 

Location 5 L3 PJS - permission and risk of mounting can be avoided if 

Highways would kindly put a new mounting post on the grass verge near 

Kesters Close and Location 6 L7 PJS. 

We don’t need that before starting MVAS elsewhere in the village where the 

display is mounted on Highways provided posts. 

The link to get County Agreement for fixing something on a Lighting Column 

is here https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-

parking/roads-and-pathways/streetlighting/ 

From website 

Process Fee 

Cambridgeshire County Council Checks £47.55 

Balfour Beatty Checks exclude VAT  1-5 standard attachments in a single application: 

Technical Approval Check fee £13.25 to review application. 

Street Lighting Inventory records Update fee £8.85 for system administration for units covered by 

application  

 

Description of Locations Highways have accepted follow – views towards 

oncoming traffic 

  



Appendix 1 

Location House number Column 

ID 

Display 

Facing 

Image towards MVAS 

1.      

 St Neots 

Road east 

 

Can be 

swivelled 

to point 

east or 

west 

Near 77, last 

bungalow 

nearest to 

Cambridge 

Road 

CCC 

Highways 

to erect a 

post near 

Lighting 

column 

SC25 

East and 

west 

     

2.     

St Neots 

Road west 

 

Can be 

swivelled 

to point 

east or 

west 

East of 277 

between  New 

155 Housing 

access and 

Weatherheads 

 

CCC 

Highways 

to erect a 

post 

East and 

west 

     

3.     

Main Street 

 

Intended 

to slow 

traffic 

entering 

village 

from Toft 

100 nr Wallis 

Farm 

CCC 

Highways 

to erect a 

post near 

SC2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

South 

Location House number Column Display Image towards MVAS 



ID Facing 

     

4.     

Main Street 

 

Once 

agreed, 

could be 

swivelled 

to slow 

traffic 

towards 

CahillsCorn

er and 

towards St 

Marys 

St Marys bend Decision 

pending 

new 

location 

of SCDC 

lighting 

column 

SC9 and 

permissio

n and 

owner 

East and 

South 

     

5.     

Cambridge 

Road 

 

To slow 

traffic from 

the school 

towards 

Main 

Street  

Adjacent to 6 

Kesters Close 

L3 PJS North 

     

6.     

Cambridge 

Road 

 

To slow 

traffic 

towards 

the School 

and shop 

33 before 

School 

flashers 

L7 PJS South  
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